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At Philadelphia Yearly Meeting, Fifth month, i88z, the sixth query 
(respecting a hireling ministry) being under consideration, Samuel J. Levick 
spolte substantially as follows, as reported in T/ie Journal 6th mo, yth. 

" It SEcms sometimes as though the position of Frietids was mistaiieti in this regard. Friends, 
according to his view of their position, do not object to anj man preaching and receiving 
money for it, nor to any society having one of their members preach and paying him for so 
doing; bat they do object to being taxed for the support of church or priest for which they 
have no need, which they cannot make use of and which tells them what they must do and 
believe. In fact, so far has Ibis gone, in his opinion, that Friends do not aid enough toward 
the support of their own ministers, in providing means so that it is possible for them to do the 
work which they ought. In confirmation of this view he quoted from the testimony of 
Edward Burroagh, which he left in his journal." 

■ The correctness of these views being called in question by many Friends, 
Samuel J. Levick, in support of his position, sent to the editor of The Journal 
the letter below of 6th mo. aad, and a quotation from Edward Burrough. 

Thereupon the editor of The Journal addressed to a number of Friends, 
with a slip containing the letters of Samuel J. Levick and Edward Burrough, 
the following note: 

Bird-IN-Hand, Lancaster county, 8th mo,, (88z. 
EsTBBMBD Friend.- By request, we propose to publish in T'Ar y<isr»a/, an article of which 
the enclosed slip is a copy, and shall be ^tad to have thy views (for publication) whether this is 
acknowledged authority, and if so, have Friends any longer a testimony against a " hireling 
ministry " as il now stands, and oblige thy friend, 

JOSEPH GIBBONS, 
Edtior ef The youmal. 

Lancaster, Pa., 8th mo. J4th, i88a. 
EsTKKUBD Frisnd — SAMUEt J. Lrvicic : In thy communication in The Journal ai %<ih 
mo. zad, iSSa, tbou states that the report of thy sermon in thai paper on the subject of hire- 
ling ministry "does not elearty give my views" as expressed onfthat occasion. Now, as we are 
intending to publish the entire correspondence in pamphlet form, I lake the lil>eity of asking 
thee to point oat the errois, if any, of Tit ymmoTs report. 

Please reply as soon as possible, as the printer wishes to go to work as soon as may be. ;^ 
Tmly thy friend, 

JOSEPH GIBBONS. 
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SAMUEL J. LEVICK AND EDWARD BURROUGH ON A 

PAID MINISTRY. 



Philadxlphia, 6th mo. 22d, 1882. 

Joseph Gibbons — Editor Journal.— My 
attention has been called to the printed remarks 
attributed to me as uttered at our late Yearly 
Meeting, when the answers to the sixth query 
were under consideration, and which appeared 
in The Journal of the ;lh inst. 

The account then given is brief, and does not 
clearly give the views which I expressed on 
the subject of a paid ministry. I alluded in 
the course of my remarks to the views of early 
Friends on this subject, quoting from the writ- 
ings of Edward Burrough, a prominent 
minister and approved writer, who, with 
Francis Howgill, espoused the truth in early 
life, and devoted most of his short life to the 
promotion of it, and was a martyr to it, his 
death resulting from his cruel treatment and 
confinement in crowded and noxious dungeons 
and prisons, placed there by the authorities for 
his bold utterances on behalf of the truth. 

Besides his labors as a minister, he has left a 
quarto volume of his writings of 895 pages, 
written in the brief period of 7 years, beginning 
in 1654. 

George Fox, in a short tribute to his memo- 
ry says: **His name is chronicled in the Lamb's 
book of life, a righteous plant, pure, chaste and 
dean. Who can charge him for oppressing 
them or burdening them, or being chargeable 
to them ? Who through suffering hath finished 
his course and testimony, and who is now 
crowned with the crowii of life, and reigns 
with the Lord Christ forever and ever. 

" In his ministry in his Ufetime he went 
through sufferings by bad spirits, who never 
turned his back on the truth, nor his back from 
any out of the truth; a valiant warrior, more 
than conqueror; who hath got the crown 
through death and sufferings; who is dead, but 
yet lives amongst us, and amongst us is alive.' * 

On page 236, (original copy,) I found this 
article, "A Description of the True Ministry of 
Christ and its Maintenance.'' I have copied 
it verbatim, ana enclose it with this letter, as it 
covers entirely the original views entertained 
by the religious Society of Friends on this in- 
terestin g and important subject. 

I believe it would be highly proper to have 
them revived and presented anew before the 
readers of The Journal, that not only they, 
but Friends generally, as well as our Christian 
brethren of all denominations, may understand 
the position of the religious Society of Friends 
on this subject. 

The reader should bear in mind that when it 
was written, the law of England had an estab- 
lished Church, and the inhabitants w«r^ Itom* 



pelled to maintain it and its ministers. But 
through the enlightened statesmanship of Wil- 
liam Penn and others, such an institution was 
interdicted in the organic laws of this and 
other colonies, and this prohibition now forms 
a part of the constitution of this State. 

The third section of the constitution 
of the State of Pennsylvania says: "All 
men have a natural and indefeasible right 
to worship almighty God according to 
the dictates of their own consciences; no 
man can of right be compelled to support any 
place of worship, or to maintain any ministry 
against his consent; no human authority can in 
any case whatsoever comtrol or interfere with 
the right of conscience, and no preference shall 
ever be given by law to any religious estab- 
lishments or modes of worship." 

We see what strides the world of mankind 
has made since this essay was written, not 
only is it as it was then, the sentiment of a few 
despised Quakers, but the inhabitants of this 
great State and the United States have adopted 
its sentiments, at least as regards a forced 
maintenance, and to-day whatever is done in 
such maintenance is voluntary. 

Thy friend, Samuel J, Levick. 

A description of the true ministry of 

CHRIST AND ITS MAINTENANCE. 

The day hath appeared that makes all things 
manifest, and the light is arisen that gives to 
discern between truth and error; between the 
true and every false way, and between the true 
worship of God, which is spiritual, and every 
false worship of the world, which is idolatry; 
and the true ministry of Christ is known from 
the false ministry by their several fruits and 
signs, for hidden things are brought to light, 
and secret things are revealed; but now the 
people of the world, both the wise and the 
foolish, thus they object and say: Seeing that 
you do so much condemn our ministry and 
ministers in their call, in their practices, in 
their conversations and in their maintenances; 
what mintstry do you own, and what min- 
isters do you allow of, and whether would 
you have- any ministers at all, seeing you throw 
down and declare against such tis the law of 
the land sets up, and such as we have looked 
upon to be able ministers; and after this man- 
ner are the people of this generation begun to 
reason among themselves, saying what would 
this people do if they had power, and what 
ministers would they approve of, and what 
maintenance would they allow them ? 

To all this I do answer and say, ^e true 
ll^l^t^ and minbtry of Christ we do allow 
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of, and we would have set up and established, 
and we wait patiently till it be brought to pass, 
even such as are ordained by power from on 
high, and who have received the gift of the 
Holy Ghost, who are called of God into the 
w6rk of iht ministry, such we do approve of to 
be ministers of Christ in whom he is revealed, 
and who have received him and are changed 
by him from death to life, and out of darkness 
into the kingdom of the Son of God, and who 
are bom of the Spirit^and are led and guided 
into all truth, and are called by it to follow the 
Lamb whithersoever he goeth, and who are 
taught by it in all their practices of religion, 
aAd in the whole worship of God, and such we 
owtt) as have felt the operation of the spirit in 
themselves, and who have tasted, handled, seen 
and felt of the Word of life which abides forever, 
and such who goeth-in the name of the Lord to 
minister and declare freely what they have re- 
ceived freely of God by his spirit, and who 
preacheth Christ freely, as the only way and 
means of life and salvation unto all people, 
even such as ministereth him the way, the truth 
and the life, the only justifier and sanctifier 
and deliverer of them that believe, and the 
condemnor of them that believe not; and such 
as ministereth Christ, only the teacher and lead- 
er of his people, and nothing else besides him, 
and such we allow as only seeketh and labor- 
eth in the wisdom of God, to bring people out 
of the ways of sin and death unto the 
knowledge of God, and to the thing[s 
that belong unto their peace, such 
who have no respect to large places or great 
benefits, to seek after that who will not have 
hire for preaching, nor be hired by great sums 
of money from one country to another, such as 
make the gospel of Christ free and without 
charge, who will not be burdensome to any, 
but walk in all wisdom, as examples of right- 
eousness to all people, whose conversations are 
in heaven, and holdeth forth in life and prac- 
tice unto all men what they profess in words, 
and by doctrine and conversation holding 
forth the light of* the glorious gospel, which 
they have received from Grod. being partners of 
all holiness, of peace and long suffering, of 
meekness and patience unto their flocks; even 
such who walk in Christ aud show forth good 
works and the fruits of his spirit, causing his 
light to shine forth among men, in humility 
and soberness, and in all the fruits of peace 
and truth, and such are approved of God and 
of the saints; even they that preach Christ free- 
ly to all people, and hold forth the light of the 
world, which lighteth every one in the world, 
the free gift of God to all mankind, that all 
may believe and come to the knowledge of the 
truth and be saved; and such ministers respect 
not the person of any man for advantage, 
neither respect days, nor places, nor things, 
but worship God in spirit and iA truth, and 
teach that worship unto all people, and they 
gather people into the new covenant, where 
Christ is the high priest, and our bodies the 
temples of God, and the circumcision in the 
heart and in the spirit, for such are the minis- 
ters of the spirit and not of the letter, and they 



divide the word of God aright; they feed the 
hungry, and the rich are sent empty away; 
they cry not peace to the wicked, neither do 
they justify the unconverted; neither do they 
condemn the righteous, nor such as are of an 
upright heart, but Christ they preach, to justify 
all that do believe and are obedient to him, 
and condemn all that believe not, but are dis- 
obedient, and such ministers have the word of 
reconciliation, and their ministry is made ef- 
fectual to accomplish the work of God. Sin- 
ners are converted and brought to God there- 
by, and to be taught of him alone; and the 
saints through that ministry may obtain the 
Holy Ghost, and need no man to teach 
them, but as the anointing within them, which 
they receive through the ministry, whose labor 
is and the end of it, to present every man per- 
fect in Christ, and we would have them estab- 
lished; and who are such will not take care 
for an outward maintenance, neither what to 
eat or what to put on, neither will they petition 
the magistrates for tytbes and augmentations, 
but are without care as for a livelihood in this 
world. They will not remove from one town 
to another for a better parsonage or place; such 
as do so are not the lawful called minis- 
ters of Christ, but have run and were never 
sent. For Christ's ministers take no thought 
for an outward maintenance, but approve them- 
selves in patience in all conditions, and some- 
times are in want, and tn cold, and hunger, 
and nakedness, and in persecutions, and trials 
and afflictions, and suffereth all things for the 
name of Christ, and yet we do believe and 
know that such have power to eat and drink, 
and may receive carnal things where they 
sow spiritual things, but as a free gift, and not 
by compulsion or force. We do allow that the 
ministers of Christ may eat of the milk of the 
flock which they keep and feed, and they may 
eat of the fruits of the vineyard which 
they have planted and which they labor 
in, and they may supply their necessities 
from them whom they have begotten of the 
faith, and whom they labor among in life and 
doctrine, who are sheep of the fold and plants 
of the vineyard of Christ Jesus. But, I say, as a 
free gift, may they receive the fruits of their 
labors, and not as a debt, nor any title claimed 
thereto by the law of the nation. Neither may 
they receive it by force or compulsion; but who 
are the truly called ministers of Christ are so 
far from this of forcing maintenance from any, 
that they will not make use of their power in 
taking what may be freely given them, for 
they will not make the gospel burdensome by 
any means, and this is the maintenance we do 
allow the ministers of Christ; they may eat 
such things as are set before them, in any 
house which they enter into, which is worthy; 
and they may supply their necessities in food 
and raiment as a free gift, from those who are 
gathered out of the world, who are the church 
of Christ, over whom the ministers are made 
stewards to watch over them, to exhort them, 
to instruct them and to edify them, but not 
from the world which continuesin unbelief and 
disobedience to the gospel may they receive 
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any mainteiiance by compulsion or by a free 
gift; neither may they receive great sums of 
money by the year, or tythes or other offerings 
to maintain themselves and their families in 
pride, and idleness, and lust, and excess, and 
superfluity in meats and apparel. Such a 
maintenance, if by free gift, much less by force, 
is not allowed by Christ and his saints, but is 
the maintenance of anti-Christian teachers, 
which were never sent of Christ, and such 
cannot be content with his allowance and 
wages, but live in the pride and pleasures of 
this world, and in vanity, and maintained,they 
say, they must be; and if they be so, they 
care not from whence it comes nor by what 
means, and that is the reason wherefore so 
many hundreds of people are so spoiled in 
their persons and estates, the bodies of some 
being cast into prison, and many others having 
their goods taken from them by force and dis- 
traint, and all this is to maintain anti-Christ's 
ministers, who neither care how they have it 
nor from whom, nor to what evil use they im- 
prove it, and this plainly appears in this nation 
by many evidences. But the ministers of 
Christ do deny such a maintenance and such 
practices, and are come to that life which 
judgeth all these things. 

And as concerning compelling of mainten- 
ance and forcing of it from people, this is ut- 
terly against the law of Christ, and condemned 
by him and denied by the saints, for it is un- 
reasonable and no equity in it, that people 
should be compelled to maintain a ministry, 
especially such a one as they know is not the 
ministry of Christ, neither is it profitable to 
them, and which they receive no fruit from, for 
the ministers of Christ do not desire mainte- 
nance from the poeple of the world, neither can 
receive any from them. Neither in justice and 
equity should the ministers of the world re- 
ceive or compel maintenance from the saints 
by force and cruelty; but this we would have, 
and this is reason and equity ; let all ministers 
be maintained by such as approve of them, and 
hear them and partake of their labor, and so 
the saints will maintain their ministers and the 
world may maintain theirs, and every sort of 
people may maintain such ministers as labor for 
them, and none to be forced to maintain such 
as they do not approve of, nor none hindered 
from maintaining of such as they do approve 
of, be they true or false ministers, and this is 
reason and a good conscience. That every man 
be left free in such cases, to maintain whom 
he will and to give as he will, and what he 
will, and this is reason and equity, that no man 
be compelled to give nor hindered from giving 
to whom he pleaseth and what he pleaseth, and 
so let people make choice of their ministers 
whom they will approve and whom they will 
hear, and of whose labors they will receive, 
and then let them maintain them, and if any 
be compelled, let them be compelled to pay 
their own servants who minister to them, and 
not to another's for whom they do no work; 
and this is just and right, both for ministers 
and people, that every minister be paid by 
them to whom he doth minister, and who re- 



ceive him as a minister, and for whom he doth 
work, and this great injustice and oppression 
in England will cease if this law of equity and 
righteousness were established, and all people 
left free to hear and approve of whom they 
will, and then to pay them and to maintain 
them, and this would try the ministers. And 
who converted the most to Cod and gained the 
love of most people, and if they wrought well, 
they may receive a maintenance accordingly 
by the free gift of the people, and the minis- 
ters that are not content with this law, are out 
of pure reason and equity, and shew that they 
dare not trust the Lord nor the fruits of their 
labors, but would be maintained in idleness by 
unlawful means, by compelling maintenance 
from them to whom they do no work, and such 
shew great covetousness, who desire more than 
the milk of their own flock and the fruit of 
their own vineyard; but in equity and justice 
let every minister be maintained by the fruit 
of his own labor, and from the people for 
whom he doth labor; and this will content 
most part of the people; and till this be estab- 
lished in the earth, true justice and judgment 
will be wanting in this particular, and this is 
according to truth and to a righteous law, and 
by this all people may understand what minis- 
ters and ministry we do allow and approve of, 
and how ministers ought to be maintained; 
and if any go forth to a place and country, 
among a people that are not converted, then 
the church ought to take care to maintain such 
in their' work, till they may reap of their own 
labor and eat of the fruit of their own vineyard, 
but all this ought to be without compelling or 
forcing by the minister; for every minister of 
Christ doth chiefly take care of the work to 
which he is called, and is without care of his 
outward maintenance. 

By a Friend unto England's commonwealth, 
for whose sake this is written and sent abroad. 

Edward Burrough. 



LETTER FROM THOS. FOULKE. 
New York, 7th mo. Slst, 1882. 
Joseph Gibbons — Respected Friend. — 
I have just returned home after a visit to the meet- 
ing of Greenfield and Neversink, among the 
mountains of Sullivan county, at which there 
was a great outpouring of tiie people, both 
Friends and others, some of the leading and 
prominent members of other churches leaving 
their own folds and flocks, and coming to wor- 
ship with Friends on First-day morning, and 
again in the afternoon, which meetings were 
large and satisfactory, and was subsequently in 
attendance at our own Quarterly Meeting 
at Westbury for a period of three days. 
After these visitations, on returning home, 
I find thy letter with enclosed slip, con- 
taining a remarkable letter of Edward Bur- 
rough, concerning a free gospel and a paid 
ministry, and asking my views thereon for 
publication, as to its acknowledged authority, 
and also whether if it be so, Friends have any 
longer a testimony against a hireling ministry 
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The reasons assigned above are a sufficient 
cause for the tardiness of my reply. 

Much of the letter of Edward Burrough is 
excellent, most excellent, and all of it, which 
relates to a free gospel ministry; and in so far 
as this branch of his subject is concerned, there 
can be no doubt it is acknowledged auUiority 
in the Society of Friends. £ut in so far as he 
sanctions a ministry which derives its support 
from man — a ministry which makes the everlast- 
ii^ gospel an article of merchandise, to be bid 
for in the market and purchased by the highest 
bidder, in so far as that^ he is not acknowl- 
edged authority, and it will not be received as 
such by the Society of Friends, no more than 
the single letter of George Fox, the Barbadoes 
letter, which stands isolated and alone, and 
materially different from nearly all his other 
writings and sayings, on the subject of the vi- 
carious atonement, is to be taken as authority 
on that subject. 

Friends have always had a testimony against 
a system of priesthood, a system which is sup- 
ported by money and would fall without it, a 
system which makes the free gospel of Christ, 
which is the power of God unto salvation, an 
article of merchandise, and they ever will have, 
so long as the Society shall endure as a re- 
ligious organization. 

They are in favor of a free gospel ministry, a 
divine gift and calling and qualification, given 
by our heavenly Father, the great head of the 
Christian church, to man and woman alike, to 
high and to low, to rich and to poor, to*great 
and to small, to learned and to unlearned and 
illiterate without distinction. 

I am personally opposed to the use of the 
opprobrious epithet of hireling, as applied to 
all who take pay for preaching. And I believe 
much the largest portion of the Society so be- 
lieve, and are of the same conviction. The 
term hireling has been stricken from the disci- 
pline of some of the Yearly Meetings, and I 
am glad of it. 

Friends stand to-day on the right ground 
the true ground concerning the ministry, ana 
there is no cause for fear or alarm on the sub- 
ject, for they are on the rock of eternal truth, 
and there they propose to stand, and will 
stand so long as the Society shall endure. 

Thy friend, Thomas Foulke. 



FROM AMOS J. PEASLEE. 

CJlabksboko, N. J., 7th mo. 31st, 1882. 

Joseph Gibbons— Editor JouRNAL.-Thine 
enclosing a printed slip containing a commu- 
nication from S. J. Levick, and an extract from 
the writings of Edward Burrough on the "True 
Ministry of Christ and its Maintenance," was 
duly received. Thou asks my views "as to 
whether this is acknowledged authority, and if 
so. have Friends any longer a testimony against 
a nireling ministry as it now exists." 

Edward Burrough stood as a bold and fear- 
less advocate of the truth as professed by 
Friends, and in this treatise clearly sets forth 
the essential qualifications of a true gospel 
minister, in contradistinction from those whose 



call is from an inferior source, and. as Friends 
in that early day were grievously persecuted for 
their testimony against the forced maintenance 
of a ministry they could not own, a large part 
of the treatise is devoted to combating that 
oppressive institution, and he very forcibly 
argues that those who choose a ministry -are 
those who, if any, should maintain it. 

£. Burrough thus clearly and forcibly de- 
scribes the true gospel ministry as distinguish- 
ed from the false or hireling as follows: "The 
true ministers are such as have received the 
gift of the Holy Ghost; who are called of God 
into the work of the ministry. Such we do 
approve of to be ministers of Christ, in whom 
he is revealed,and who have received him,and 
are changed thereby from death unto life, and 
out of darkness into the kingdom of the Son of 
God, and who preach Christ freely. As for a 
livelihood in this world, they will not remove 
from one town to another for a better parson- 
age or place. Such as do so are not the lawful 
called ministers of Christ, but have run and 
were never sent," etc., etc. 

Robert Barclay, the eminent apologist, after 
recounting the vital difference in many respects 
between the ministry that Friends owned 
and that of their opponents, thus sums up: <'In 
a word, we are for a holy, spiritual, pure and 
living ministry , where the ministers are both call- 
ed,qualified and ordered,actuated and influenced 
in all the steps of their ministry by the spirit of 
God, which being wanting, we judge they 
cease to be ministers of Christ. 

"But they, (our opponents,) judging this life, 
grace and spirit no essential part of their min- 
istry, are therefore, for the upholding a human, 
carnal, dry, barren, fruitless and dead ministry, 
of which, alas, we have seen the fruits 
in the most part of their churches, of 
whom that sajring of the Lord is certainly veri- 
fied: 'I sent them not nor commanded them, 
therefore they shall not profit this people at all, 
saith the Lord." * 

Now I think as thus defined, our testimony 
remains as strong in favor of the one and 
against the other as it was, and while I would 
not willingly attach the term hireling, (mean- 
ing as defined by Webster, venal, mercenary, 
etc.,) to all ministers who receive pay, yet we 
must ever keep in view the vital, may I not 
say, infinite difference between the true minis- 
ter called of God as was Aaron, and him whose 
highest authority is the ordination of his fellow. 

A. J. Peaslee. 
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FROM WM. M. WAY, 
LvLE, Lancaster county, Pa , 8th mo. 6th, 1882. 
Editor Journal. — The testimony of Friends 
in regard to a free gospel minis iry can be 
stated in a few words. The discipline of Bal- 
timore Yearly Meeting says, "That it is only 
under the immediate teaching and influence of 
the Holy Spirit that acceptable worship is per- 
formed, and a true gospel ministry supplied; 
that this pure and powerful influence, in vessels 
prepared and sanctified by the divine hand, is 
the essential qualification to that work. We 
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also believe that the giving and receiving of a 
stated and continual salary as a minister, to be 
contrary to the spiiit and freedom of the gospel 
of Jesus Christ, and therefore dangerous to the 
cause of righteousness, working as a hindrance 
to the faithful minister, and a great temptation 
to such as are not thoroughly grounded upon 
the rock, Christ, the spiritual son and power of 
God in the soul. We do not question the pro- 
priety, however, of supplying whatever is ne- 
cessary for the fulfillment of any gospel ser- 
vice. Yet we consider the gift of the ministry 
to be of so pure and sacred a nature, that no 
paymentTshould be made for its exercise, and that 
It ought never to be undertaken for pecuniary 
consideration." This I understand not only to 
be the position of our branch of the Society of 
Friends to-day, but has been the ground occu- 
pied by Friends from the first, and the letter of 
Edward Burrough does not conflict with it, 
when rightly understood. If was revealed to 
George Fox when walking out alone, ''tnat it 
was not necessary to go to Oxford or Cam- 
bridge in order to obtain the qualification for a 
minister of Christ," Hence these unlettered 
ministers of the spirit went forth '^without 
money and without price," to declare unto the 
people what they dare not withhold, though 
persecution and suffering and death should 
await them; for he who had sent them forth 
went before them, holding up the glittering 
crown, the reward of faithful obedience. 

Our testimony embraces three important par- 
ticulars: 

1st. Against a special theological educa- 
tion, as a preparation for the ministry. 

2d. Against making the business of preach- 
ing a means of obtaining a livelihood. 

3d. Against the assumed right to join peo- 
ple in marriage, obtained from any and every 
ecclesiastical source. 

These testimonies are not merely for the 
benefit of our own household of faith, but to be 
held up for the good of the world at large; for 
these things in a measure have been and are a 
curse to the race, and we, being a part of the 
great family, whatever good we possess should 
be liberally bestowed on others. It is the 
making merchandise of the gospel that our 
testimony is against, whether in society or out 
of it; in other words, classing it with the pro- 
fessions, with the law and medicine, as a means 
of obtaining a livelihood, and the honors and 
emoluments of the world. The student of di- 
vinity is inspired by the same motives as the 
medical or the law student, thus making the 
preaching of Christ a secular business, the 
means of obtaining not only the necessaries of 
life for wife and child, but its luxuries, as well 
as position, wealth and honors. This has al- 
ways received our unqualified condemnation; 
yet we do not stand in judgment against our 
Christian brethren of other denominations; for 
although the system is a bad one, wrong in 
principle and often dangerous in practice, yet 
we are bound to recognize the fact that hun- 
dreds of living ministers have grown up under 
it, whose hearts have been touched with a live 
coal from the heavenly altar, who, though they 



carry the diploma of a theological school in 
their pocket, still they have another, deep 
down in the soul, obtained in the school of 
Christ, bearing the signature of the great eter- 
nal. Edward Burrough well says: **Let them 
who employ a minister and receive his ser- 
vices pay him, and not compel others to pay 
for that which they do not want;" but he did not 
mean to convey the idea that it would be right 
for Friends or others to pay their ministers if 
they chose, for he says the ministers of Christ 
are not concerned about an outward mainten- 
ance, and therefore do not enter into any con- 
tract, or remove from one town to another for 
a larger salary. They may eat such things as 
are set before them, their necessities in rai- 
ment may be supplied as a free gift only; they 
may not receive the fruit of their labors as a 
debt, but merely as a gift, and receive carnal 
things where they have sown spiritual, for the 
ox should not be muzzled that treads out the 
corn; he does not say anything that can be con- 
strued to justify the ministers of Christ, either 
Friends or others, in receiving a stipulated sala- 
ry for their ministerial labors, or that their con- 
gregations should even supply the wants of 
their families, for what they receive he em- 
phatically says must be a free gift from those 
who have received the benefit of his labors,and 
not as a debt due him. Now if there is an un- 
derstanding between the minister and his con- 
gregation that these are to be supplied, it be- 
comes a debt which they are bound in justice 
to pay.^ Our friend, S. J. L., says that the ob- 
ject of reviving this letter of E. B.% is that 
Friends generally, as well as our Christian 
brethren of other denominations, may under- 
stand our position in regard to the ministry, 
and adds that the State and nation have adopt- 
ed the sentiments of the latter, at least so far as 
a forced maintenance, which seems to imply 
that there is a higher ground which they have 
not attained to, which we, as a religious people 
hold up for ourselves and others. And what 
is that ground if it be not a free gospel minis- 
try, brought forth by the Holy Spirit. To un- 
derstand this letter thoroughly, we must go 
back to his time and behold the loss of proper- 
ty and the suffering in dungeons because of 
their testimony against a forced maintenance, 
and then on the other hand, see how they 
loved one another, shared their worldly com- 
forts with the devoted traveling minister of 
Christ, and then again, we must carefully ex- 
amine the foundation on which they based the 
ministry. God was all in all; his requirings 
were always uppermost, no thought about what 
they should eat or drink, or wherewithal 
they should be clothed, no salary thought of,no 
expensive education obtained, which had to be 
refunded by those to whom they were sent,hence 
no bargain entered into by the year, no call to 
other places that paid better, but simply went 
at the call of their master, not knowing what 
would befall them. This was the condition of 
things when E. B. penned that letter; these 
the unsalaried men and women whom he 
speaks of as the ministers of Christ. To-day 
the application is not only to our own minis- 
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ters, but to all others, and if the ground of 
the true ministry therein set forth and the 
means of its support be correct, then it is not 
only our work to proclaim it among our own 
people, but to the world at large. While it is 
not the mission of the Society of Friends to 
preach a crusade against a hireling ministry, 
and find fault with other professors of the 
Christian name, it most assuredly is and must 
ever be, a very important part of our work as a 
branch of the Christian church, to hold up be- 
fore the world, both by precept and example, a 
free, untrammeled gospel ministry. 

William M. Way. 



FROM DR. EZRA MICHENER. 

STiiVANiA, (Toughkenamon P. 0.,)1 

8th mo, 4th, 1882. / 

A FREE GOSPEL MINISTRY. 

The recent allegation of S. J. Levick,(as un- 
derstood,) that Friends have no testimony 
against a hireling or paid ministry only against 
the compulsory support of a ministry they do 
not approve and cannot make use of, and his 
subsequent publication in The Journal, claim- 
ing the concurrent testimony of Edward Bur- 
rough in support of his position, seems to call 
for a further examination of the subject. 

The verbose and tautological writings of Ed- 
ward Burrough and others of that day, are of- 
ten rendered obscure, without a careful analy- 
sis, by the multiplicity of words used, and the 
manner in which the sentences are compound- 
ed. It is also manifest that some of his re- 
marks can only be understood in reference to 
the then existing state of Society in England. 
I shall quote the language of the author, 
though sometimes at the expense of brevity, if 
not of perspicuity. 

It might be assumed that Jesus had pointed 
out, with sufficient clearness, the broad dis- 
tinction between the True Shepherd and the 
hireling. 

George Fox, while under the preparing hand 
of the Holy Spirit, had this remarkable experi- 
ence. He writes: 

''As I was walking in a field on a First day 
morning, the Lord opened unto me, that being 
bred at Oxford or Cambridge was not enough 
to qualify men to be ministers of Christ. I won- 
dered at it, because it was the common belief 
of people." 

Subsequent experience enabled him to say: 

"The ministry of Christ Jesus and his teach- 
ings bringeth into liberty and freedom; but 
the ministry that is of man, and by man, and 
which stands in the will of man, bringeth into 
bondage, and under the shadow of death and 
darkness." 

Herein lies the ground and foundation of the 
testimony which Friends have ever borne and 
do bear against a hireling ministry. The in- 
sufficiency of human learning to qualify for the 
gospel ministry, the ministry of Christ. 

To those who are at all conversant with the 
church history of England two centuries ago, 
it is needless to say that there were other strong 



reasons for refusing to acknowledge and sup- 
port the ministry of that day. Amcmg these, 
the compulsory tithe system was perhaps the 
most prominent, though not (as S. J. Levick 
alleges,] by any means the primary one. 

The article which he has copied verbatim, 
appears to embrace several distinct proposi- 
tions, with the evidences of their truthfulness, 
which I will endeavor to eliminate. The query 
to which it is a response may he briefly stated: 

Seeing you so much condemn our ministry 
and ministers in their call, in their practices,in 
their conversation and in their\ maintenance, 
What ministry do you own ? What ministers 
do you allow ? And what maintenance do you 
allow them ? 

To all this I do answer and say: 

1. The true ministers and ministry of Christ 
we do allow of, and we would have set up and 
established; even such as are ordained by power 
from on high, and who have received the gift 
of the Holy Ghost, (being called of God into 
the work of the ministry.Such) we approve of 
to be ministers of Christ. 

To this proposition the author has appended 
a nnmber of inferential qualifications and re- 
sults of the true ministry, who are bom of the 
spirit, and who are led and guided by it: 

Who go in the name of the Lord, and de- 
clare freely what they have freely received of 
God. 

Who have no respect to large places and 
great benefits. 

Who will not have hire for preaching, nor be 
hired by great sums of money. 

Who make the gospel of Christ free and 
without charge, and will not be burdensome 
to any, etc., etc. 

Who are such will not take care for an out- 
ward maintenance, either what to ea t or what 
to put on; neither will they petition magis- 
trates foi tithes and augmentations.^ 

2. This is the maintenance we do allow 
the ministers of Christ: 

They may eat of the milk of the flock which 
they keep and feed, and they may eat of the 
fruit of the vineyard of Christ Jesus, which 
they have planted, and which they labor in. 
But I say, as a free gift may they receive the 
fruits of their labors, not as a debt. 

To this proposition I also find appended. — 

They may supply their necessities from 
those whom they have begotten of the truth, 
and whom they labor among in life and doc- 
trine, who are sheep of the fold and plants of 
the vineyard of Christ. 

They may eat such things as are set before 
them in any house they may enter into. 

They may supply their necessities, in food 
and raiment, as a free gift from those who are 
gathered out of the world, who are the church 



*The statement of Edward Burroug-h, *'that 
Christ's mioisters take no thought for an outward 
maintenance, either what they shall eat or what 
they shall put on,"cannot be accepted literally. It 
may be understood technically , maintenance being 
a technical term in the Anglican church. Or it 
may be allowed a wider latitude,as contrasted with 
those who **remove from one town to another for 
a better parsonage or place." 
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of Christ, over whom the ministers are made 
stewards. But not from the world may they 
receive any outward maintenance, by compul- 
sion or by free gift. 

Who are truly called ministers of Christ, are 
so far from forcing maintenance, that they will 
not make use of their power in taking what 
may be freely given them, for they will not 
make the gospel burthensome by any means. 

3. Concerning compelling of maintenance. 
Let all ministers be maintained by such as ap- 
prove of them and hear them and partake of 
their labors. So the saints will maintain their 
ministers, and the world may maintain theirs, 
and every sort of people may maintain such 
ministers as labor for them, and none be forced 
to maintain such as they do approve of, nor 
none hindered" from maintaining of such as 
they do approve of, be they true or false min- 
isters. And this is reasonable. 

That every man be left free to maintain 
whom he will, to give as he will and to whom 
he will. 

That no man be compelled' to give or hin- 
dered from giving to whom he pleaseth and 
what he pleaseth. 

That every minister be paid by them to 
whom he doth minister. 

Thus our brother continuously refers to the 
apostle Paul, but does not appear to transcend 
his authority. In summing up, he does indeed 
say what reason and experience teaches. 

This would try the ministers; and who con- 
verted the most to God and gained the love of 
most people, they may receive a marntenance 
accordingly, by the free gift of the people. 

This is manifestly what Samuel J. Levick 
has selected as the most salient point of Ed- 
ward Burrough's paper, while seeming to ig- 
nore more essential matters. As an isolated 
sentence, it might seem ambiguous; but taken 
in connection with his whole book — with the 
discipline and with the usages of the Society 
—-every doubt vanishes. 

Society has always professed to exercise a 
care over its members, and to afford them as- 
sistance as their necessities may require. For 
a long series of years the query has been an- 
nually read and answered in all our Prepara- 
tive and Monthly Meetings — 

*'Are poor Friends' necessities duly inspected 
and they relieved, or assisted in such business 
as they are capable of?" 

In the Society of Friends, ministers are only 
members, and fall under the same general rule 
as others. Their ministerial duties form at 
least a portion of their business. If a day la- 
borer or farmer, through sickness or misfor- 
tune, is unable, for a season, to conduct his 
affairs, he is entitled to the temporary assist- 
ance of his friends. Just so if an approved 
minister feels drawn to pay a visit in gospel 
love, whether far or near, and does not possess 
the means to accomplish it, and at the same 
time td provide for his family at home; it is the 
obvious duty of those who unite with his con- 
cern, to enable him to carry it out. This is 
very liable to occur among Friends, whoes 



ministers are often poor, not having received 
large returns for their business transactions. 

Abundant records show the care of Friends 
in this particular. Indeed, I well remember 
the time when the Western Quarterly Meeting 
maintained a fund for this especial purpose, 
with a standing committee to attend to its dis- 
bursement. The only reports received from 
the committee was of the exhaustion of the 
fund, and a request for its renewal. It was 
finally discontinued, from a fear that it was too 
freely nsed. It is is, indeed, to be feared that 
both the ministers and the ministry have suffer- 
ed far more from wealth, silk and broadcloth, 
than from poverty and rags. 

Finally, if Samuel J. Levick will turn to 
P*g6 439 of that self same book, whose au- 
thority he so highly esteems, he will find — 

A Declaration to all the World of Our Faith 
and What we Believe, Who are Called 
Quakers. 

Herein he may read: 

We believe the gospel of Christ is the power 
of God unto salvation, and that it ought to be 
preached freely unto all people, and Christ to 
be held forth to all mankind, by the ministry 
sent by him. 

And we believe this ministry is received by 
the gift of the Holy Ghost, and all they that re- 
ceive it, are lawfully called to the ministry, and 
they may preach the gospel of Christ freely, as 
they have received it freely; and this ministry 
is not of man, but of God, and is made power- 
ful to the conversion of sinners and to the bring- 
ing people to God, and to a knowledge of his 
ways. 

And we do not believe that any man is a 
minister of Christ without the gift of the Holy 
Ghost. Or that tne gospel can be received by 
natural learning or education. And we be- 
lieve such as preach for hire, and have hire for 
preaching, are not the lawful called ministers 
of the gospel of Christ; such as are proud and 
high-minded, and covetous men, who do not 
profit the people at all. Such as have run,and 
never were sent of Christ, who calleth by his 
spirit into the work of the ministry, and as 
every one hath received the gift of that, his 
spirit, so he may administer to others. (Q. E. D.) 

E. MiCHENER. 



FROM LEVI K. BROWN. 
O08HSN, Lancaster cc, Pa., 7th mo. 25th, 1883. 

Respected Friend — Joseph Gibbons. — I 
have read with care the extract from the writ- 
ings of that eminent servant of the Mos£ High, 
Edward Burrough, on the subject of a paid 
ministry, submitted to thee by our valued 
friend, Samuel J. Levick, for publication, and 
feel to say I have full unity with the sentiments 
therein expressed. 

I believe Friends have ever held the view 
that those who "have received the gift of the 
Holy Ghost," and are anointed by the divine 
hand to go forth and preach the gospel of sal- 
vation, should be cared for, and provided with 
food and raiment if necessary, to enable these 
to fulfill the mission assigned them. Has this 
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not been the case in former generations, wheh 
scores of devo ted men and women felt it to be 
their duty to sacrifice the comforts of home the 
endearing ties of family and relationship, 
leaving their helpmates and children behind, 
trusting in that almighty arm of power for pro- 
tection, they crossed the great ocean to carry 
the glad tidings of the gospel to foreign lands, 
and in many instances, after years of labor 
there, laid down their bodies in peace far from 
home and friends. Surely those were provid- 
ed for, for many of them were not blessed with 
the treasures of earth. 

Our excellent discipline provides that when 
any of our ministers are "concerned to travel 
in the service of the ministry, the meeting last 
engaged .in deliberating on the subject, is to 
take due care that such be provided, if necessa- 
ry, with suitable companions, and the needful 
accommodation for the comfortable accom- 
plishment of the journey. 

From some degree of experience, I am satis- 
fied that there are many precious ministers up 
and down in our society that are called and 
would go forth and visit tne brethren, but they 
are seriously hampered — borne down under 
discouragements — they have not the means to 
pay the expenses necessary to be incurred at 
the present day, and what is the result ? Meet- 
ings are neglected, truth suffers, our youth, not 
having attained to that state that can appre- 
ciate silent meetings, are scattered; they go 
elsewhere, and society mourns the condition of 
things. 

Is it not, therefore, the duty of those mem- 
bers of Society who are blest with an abun- 
dance of this world's goods, but are not called 
to the work of the ministry, to provide the 
means for those in straightened circumstances 
that are ? "There are diversities of gifts, but 
the same spirit" — "differences of administra- 
tion, but the same Lord." Thus mutually la- 
boring together, each in their allotted sphere,a 
blessing would be the result. 

I am aware the Society of Friends do not 
depend exclusively on the letter; they have ever 
regarded the "inward light" as their great 
foundation principle. Nevertheless, the 
**preached word," when it emanates from the 
pure fountain, is a power that oft times reaches 
the heart and comforts the weary soul. 

L. K. Brown. 
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FROM BENJ. E. HOPKINS. 

CiNOlNNATTl, 7th mo. 2&th, 1882. 

Joseph Gibbons — Esteemed Friend. — Thy 
favor enclosing a copy of the remarks of Sam. 
uel J. Levick and the letter of Edward Bur- 
rough, were duly received. 

Thou asks, "Is this acknowledged authority, 
and if so, has the Society of Friends any longer 
a testimony against a hireling ministry?" 

In reply, I would state that the pure princi- 
ples of Friends acknowledge no authority born 
of ecclesiastical dogmatism, nor the traditions 
of any society or body of men, but bow only to 
the voice of truth, which speaks as clearly and 
plainly to-day as it did in any of the ages of the 
past. 



And the revolt of George Fox from the for- 
malism and priestly authority of his day, was 
founded upon this great truth, that the mind of 
man should not be subservient to any human 
authority, nor be compelled to support and 
maintain the promulgation of any religious 
views, not in harmony with his own revelations 
of truth. Hence from the sufferings of those 
noble men came the acknowledgment of **lil>- 
erty of conscience," and a '^free gospel minis- 
try," which Friends have ardently maintained, 
(in profession,) often with more zeal than 
knowledge, for a free gospel ministry does not 
imply that a person or any number of persons 
may not voluntarily give to any minister they 
esteem worthy a gift of any value they may 
deem right. 

In the days of George Fox, William Penn, 
Edward Burrough, and those grand men ana 
women who have added a halo of divine lustre 
to the historic pages of their time, they not 
only gave their own time to proclaiming "the 
glad tidings " but willingly spent their all in 
sending out the messengers thfey deemed worthy 
to advance the cause of truth. But mark,it was 
not a bargain and sale, but a free gift to those 
unable to bear the expenses of the journeys or 
ministrations they made. In those days of 
glory of the Society of Friends, the truth of 
Paul's declaration was recognized to be true, 
that all had gifts, differing in degree and kind, 
yet each freely giving out of their abundance, 
spiritual or material, for the mutual benefit,edi- 
fication and advancement of all. The different 
gifts, like the different members of the body, 
tending to complete all the parts until the body 
became perfect through the perfect work of 
each member in his particular field of action. 

We have the biblical instance of Paul, in 2d 
Corinthians, where, while ministering to them 
and boasting of being chargeable to no man, 
he yet openly proclaimed that because of their 
lack of inability to help him, he received the 
necessary aid from his brethren in Macedonia, 
evidently not from any demand made by him, 
but they, seeing his needs, freely ministered to 
them, so that he could justly '*glory that he was 
chargeable to no man" — in the sense of hire. 
The apostles, Jesus himself, the early church, 
and, in fact, the churches of all ages, have al- 
ways thrived so long as the followers contribu- 
ted to their support, either voluntarily or invol- 
untarily, and the moment this support is with- 
drawn, of necessity, the organization begins to 
decline and finally dies. 

Now to maintain that we will not be com- 
pelled to support a ministry, even if in harmo- 
ny with our own views, does not preclude us 
from willingly helping some minister or work- 
er we deem worthy, and whom we wish to aid 
in advancing the good work we deem essential 
in society. He asks nothing, and we give, if 
deemed right. Both have ministered out of 
their ability, and the world is the better for it. 
Thus a free gospel ministry does not preclude 
voluntary donations, and herein the Society of 
Friends have erred most grievously. Justly 
fearing to encourage a paid ministry, they 
have witheld the helping hand, when many si 
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gifted man or woman, touched with the divine 
power, would have given glorious revelations 
of truth, to a people famishing for some word 
that would bring spiritual life. 

And the Society has gone further than that; 
for 'while a free ministry was established to ena- 
ble the ministering Friend to speak the truth 
without fear or favor, unbiased by the frown 
of the haughty, or fearful of the loss of salary, 
they have established a rigid censorship on 
speech, that absolutely precludes the liberty of 
conscience and freedom of speech a Friend's 
gallery is supposed to imply; hence the thinkers 
and speakers,who would not work in the tradi- 
tional traces of an iron-bound discipline, have 
been driven out into the world, leaving the galle- 
ries justly chargeable with weakness and ineffi- 
ciency; and now your paper, The Journal and 
Intelligencer, and the Society at large, mourn 
over the degeneracy of the ministry which they 
helped to destroy. 

These are plain words, written in charity, 
but I have long felt that it was time the tale 
^ras told. We have become so accustomed to 
look for authority, and square everything to the 
discipline — so busy looking for the mote in our 
brother's eye — that we have entirely overlook- 
ed the beam in our own, and forgotten what 
manner of people we are. 

We have, perhaps insensibly, crept into the 
orthodox idea that the moment we are bom 
into the church, we become special policemen 
for deity, to attend to other people's business 
instead of our own, continually probing for 
heresy, or some breach of discipline, that we 
may show our zeal — I may say creaturely zeal, 
for it is bom of the flesh, not of God — show 
our zeal in judging some brother, with perhaps 
five talents to our one, and ours rolled in the 
napkin at that. 

As a sequence to all this, we have run off 
into all sorts of tangents; temperance societies, 
prison reform, prevention of cruelty to animals, 
peace societies, and kindred associations, all 
good in their way, but if they are a necessity, 
then the Society of Friends' mission, is ended, for 
our principles included all,and if we must supple- 
ment our work, then it is plain we have failed 
in our mission. The trouble is that we have, 
in a great measure, deserted our pure principles 
of truth to hang on the ragged edge of tradi- 
tion. Let us judge of work by Its results. 

The world is full of churches and societies 
for reform, and yet they tell us crime and evil 
is on the increase, not so gross in form, but 
more general. Why? Because all these 
agencies simply work from the outside,circum- 
scribe and not reform, often making hypocrites 
to add to, instead of substracting from the evil 
by outward professions of belief and practice. 
They do not reach the heart, because the cen- 
tre of attack is not there, but all their energy 
is expended in work along the line of the ex- 
terior; hence, no reformation can take place, 
for remove tne circumscribed barrier, and the 
pent up force breathes forth anew with re- 
doubled violence. 

If you want the water clear, purify the 
fountain. If you want man's actions upright. 



and his character transfigured, touch the hid- 
den springs of the heart until they respond to 
the appeals of divine love and sympathy, and 
reveal the divinity enshrined within. Jesus of 
Nazareth said he did not come to judge, but 
save the world, and one of the greatest glories 
of that wonderful life was that he drew all 
men unto him by love and sympathy, and con- 
demned no man, for he knew that the spiritual 
life once awakened — the soul at home with 
God — the work was done — and, as with 
the apostles, it was necessary for him to go 
away, that all outward authority might be 
witharawn from the repentant one, to make 
the reform complete. So with George Fox 
born of the same divine spirit, his mission and 
the mission of all similarly baptized, was to call 
men home to the central trath of the spirit and 
powerof God operating on the soul of man,which 
in-proportion to his obedience, wrought its per- 
fect work in the regeneration of the individual, 
and the strengthening of the bonds of the fami- 
ly and society. George Fox well knew that 
this was the end of his work, and that he could 
safely leave the convert there; for instance, 
when William Penn became convinced under 
his ministrations, .he went to Fox in deep 
trouble about wearing his sword, a part of the 
dress of a person of his rank. Mark the wise 
reply; no attempt to proscribe, no dictation, no 
appeal to authority, but simply, "wear it untillit 
drops off," knowing well that the deep con- 
vincement would do the work from principle — 
from the dictates of truth, which alone makes 
any action or reformation of any value or com- 
plete, and history tells us it quickly dropped 
off, and, as well known, he became a leader in 
the glorious work of reforming the world. 

More than ever, the world needs the presen- 
tation of our principles. I often see in print, 
or hear the weak, self- satisfying remark, "our 
principles are going out .into the world," as 
though that were any apology for our mori- 
bund condition, or that our work was finished. 
No, it has hardly begun, and when we escape 
from the cerements of the grave in which we 
have swathed ourselves, we will catch anew a 
glimpse of the beatific vision, revealing the 
grand possibilities that await our action, as we 
again bear aloft the standard of truth, and 
move forward in the revelations of truth that 
makes all men free, reaffirming liberty of con- 
science, a free gospel ministry, the continued 
immanency and presence of the divine spirit 
awaiting our acceptance, to lead us up the 
heights toward a still nobler life and a greater 
degree of perfection. 

In this age of extravagance, of hollow pre- 
tense, pride and folly, of mad worship at the 
shrine of wealth and fashion, what is more 
pressingly needful than the promulgation of our 
principles of simplicity, moderation, plainness, 
and temperance in all things, even in religious 
zeal, in contrast to the fiery ardor which tends 
to destroy what it would fondly save, and when 
30,000,000 dollars per annum are annually ex- 
pended in this country alone to support a priest- 
hood, who contribute little or nothing to the 
I advancement of the world, it is indeed high 
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time to reaffirm our testimony to a free gospel 
ministry, and the continued revelation of truth 
to every obedient soul. 

Benjamin E. Hopkins. 



FROM ANNA M. STARR. 

RiCHHOND, Ind., 7th mo. 31st, 1882, 

Having carefully examined the extiact thee 
sent me from the writings of Edward Bur- 
roughs,! am not prepared fully to unite with it, 
my testimony in favor of a free gospel minis- 
try being very strong. Although raised in the 
Presbyterian church, and accustomed from 
early childhood to a paid ministry, I always 
felt a secret rebellion in my own mind against 
being paid in money for serving the Lord. The 
divinely called and annointed minister of the 
gospel is truly worthy of his hire, but his 
wages are always an increase in spiritual riches. 
The enlargement and opening of new truths 
with which to feed his flock, and this work 
brings sure wages and rich rewards. 

In the growing light of the nineteenth cen- 
tury, there is no reason why a minister of the 
Society of Friends (however divinely gifted 
and loved and appreciated by his flock,)should 
be maintained by the church, provided he is 
healthy, industrious, and able to support him- 
self and family in comfort, and "have means 
with which to travel as concerns may open to 
visit other flocks. Should ill health or busi- 
ness reverses reduce the financial condition of 
any minister so that they are in need, we have 
no testimony against their receiving any volun- 
tary assistance from those who love them in 
the truth. 

To receive material support for spiritual 
labor is dangerous, and often times corrupts 
unconsciously. Let us look forward and not 
backward. Edward Burrough*s position was 
certainly a great growth from his early instruc- 
tions, and in worthy imitation, let us advance 
and not retreat, freely dispensing of the light 
and love which we freely receive. Thus and 
thus only can we become fruitful branches of 
Christ the true vine. Anna M. Starr. 






FROM J. W. P. 

Chicago, 8th mo. 1st, 1882. 

Joseph Gibbons — Esteemed Friends. — 
Thy note of the 24th ultimo came duly to 
hand with its enclosures, but' I have not had 
opportunity before to reply. I am glad the 
subject of gospel ministry has been brought be- 
fore us, as it has by the remarks of our friend, 
Samuel J. Levick, as reported in The Journal. 

There is perhaps no testimony of vital im- 
portance less clearly understood than this, nor 
one more generally violated by the larger part 
of our membership, if it is a testimony against 
attendance upon or countenance of a salaried 
ministry. I think there is little doubt that 
the current of thought and custom among us 
upon the part of those who desired to uphold 
this testimony during the last half century, has 
• een clearly opposed to the views set forth by 
dwardBurrough as being founded in and allow- 



ed by the truth. That this proves him incorrect 
is not to my mind a fair assumption, while the 
steady decline of our' membership in propor- 
tion to the growth in the population and of 
perception of truth, seems to prove that our 
faith upon this and other vital points has not 
been an invigorating, seed-sowing and fruit- 
growing faith, such as truth should always 
inspire. While believing that we have 
held a traditional and falsely interpreted faith 
on this testimony, I do not feel prepared to 
acknowledge that a stationed and salaried min- 
istry is a type of the purest and most Christ- 
like ministry, or that it would be in accord- 
ance with the clearer views of our Society, 
either early or late. There is, I believe a 
truth vital to pure Christianity in this testimo- 
ny of ours, and I sincerely hope those who have 
been most troubled and thoughtful regarding 
it will freely give their best thoughts and con- 
victions in entire willingness that differing "and 
opposing views views may have equal place be- 
fore us, euch without any other purpose than 
to investigate without traditional or other pre- 
judice and re-establish the testimony upon a 
solid and safe foundation, with application 
suited to the condition and needs of the pres- 
ent generation. 

If it seems possible at a later date to do so, 
and others do not more satisfactorily cover the 
principles that seem to me involved, I am will- 
ing in response to thy request, to add my mite 
to this investigation in a paper touching upon 
the qualiflcations and limitations of a gospel 
ministry. Thy friend, J. W. P. 



FROM J. W. P. 

Chicago, 8th mo 21st, 1882. 

A valaable ministry may consist in teaching 
the moral duties as developed by experience 
and reflection, in educating the intellect and 
conscience in moral truth, and stimulating the 
hearers to higher and purer purposes with refer- 
ence to all social obligations. Qualifications 
for this ministry appear to me to rest in intel- 
lectual perception of truth, power lo impart 
and make truths clear to the minds of others, 
joined to such integrity of purpose and convic- 
tion with the speaker, as will give him suffi- 
cient power over an audience to impress them 
with a sense of their need for and duty to heed 
these truths. To reach the higher type of this 
ministry requires natural ability, strengthened 
and sustained by continued study such as would 
be included in a thorough course of ethics or 
moral philosophy, Bible study and other histo- 
ry of religious experiences, and of human na- 
ture. Under a sense of duty a person may 
feel impelled to qualify himself for this minis- 
try. May give up hope of worldly honor and 
emoluments, and devote himself to the duty of 
imparting truth and lifting his fellowmen. up- 
ward into a better recognition of good and 
evil. 

I believe our society in its early days did not 
have a testimony against such ministry, even 
when embarrassed by a salary, nor that princi- 
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pie requires us to do so now, further than to 
hoM up to view a still better ministry. 

These ministers may rightly feel that both 
as a means to an end and as justice, a return is 
due in the form of a salary, wherefrom to sup 
ply the necessities of their families and them- 
selves. Those who wish this ministry, and re- 
quire the full time and attention of the minis- 
ters, owe him compensation in proportion to 
the value of equal ability and usefulness in 
other branches of intellectual labor, or in ac- 
cordance with the law of supply and demand. 

Doubtless the service of this ministry is at 
times under the baptizing power of the Holy 
Spirit, and in forgetfulness of all compensa- 
tion, words of convicting power reach the wit- 
ness for .truth in the hearts of the hearers. 

An almost ideal minister of this class is said 
to have replied to the question whether he 
prepared his sermons during the week, in sub- 
stance as follows: "I generally decide npon 
my subject and get my historical and other 
statements verified and mentally arranged be- 
forehand, but if somewhere in my sermon I do 
not forget all this and speak from the fresh im- 
pulses and fullness of the h.eart, I am not satis- 
fied, and do not feel that I have delivered a 
gospel sermon." 

Our Society has always professed to have a 
testimony in favor of a free gospel ministry 
such as this minister craved, a spiritual minis 
try resting upon divine qualification, such as 
we mean when we speak of it as a divine gift, 
and the sermon as being in the baptizing power 
of the Holy Spirit. This ministry rests in the 
perception by ourspiritualnatureofalaw that is 
above and not of the law of matter, a law that 
is revealed primarilly to the heart or spirit in 
man, and brings a sense or realization of ab- 
stract truth to our spiritual nature, and though 
it be to our intellectual nature, such truth as 
pertains to spiritual perception as distinct from 
intellectual law, and is applied to human needs 
not only in view of present or perishable mat- 
ter, but also with reference to that which is 
eternal, and on which all laws pertaining to 
our best relationship to one another and to 
God, must rest. **But God hath revealed them 
unto us by his spirit. For the spirit searcheth 
all things, yea, the deep things of God." i Cor- 
inthians, 2 chap., lo v. 

Under the revelations of the divine mind or 
spirit, the minister is enabled to see the value 
and the application of these higher laws to 
human life and conduct, and bring the physi- 
cal and intellectual natures under the govern- 
ment of the divine nature, which is enlighten- 
ed by the best wisdom, or God's wisdom. 

The simple-minded, the one-talented, may 
receive this gift of ministry, and comprehend 
truths of higher import than can be reasoned 
out without its aid. It brings to them comfort, 
assurance and peace, and enables them at times 
to speak truths with a convicting power that is 
not turned aside by the ungrammatical and il- 
logical phrases in which they are clothed. Yet 
the value of this ministry is greatly enhanced 
by education, that develops the intellectual 
powers, gives understanding, and increases 



knowledge. It is as the five or ten talents 
compared to the one — more valuable to the 
Master's cause, when used in his service, 
and kept in its proper place at the 
instrument or servant of the spirit, and 
does not dim this inward or divine light, that 
reveals the higher truths and their application 
to human needs. True spiritual ministers are 
imbued with the yearning, self-sacrificing spirit 
of Jesus, the Christ-spirit that gives itself and 
asks nothing in return, but the acceptance of 
the proffered love and light. They shrink 
from thought of money, pay or anything that 
clouds the pure love that looks not to self-gain. 
If they receive money, as they may and often 
should, it is as a means to enable them to do 
more and better service than could be done 
without it; it comes to such as a brother's or the 
church's share in the good work, and cheers as 
well as helps, but the moment it begins to de- 
stroy this sense of brotherhood and assumes 
the form of balancing recompense, it offends 
the finer or spiritual sense and becomes re- 
pulsive. As a society, it seems to me that we 
have long been very derelict at this point, in 
not sharing in these burdens in the spirit that 
animates the minister when truly called to ser- 
vice, and out of our abundant means supply 
not only the mere expense of. travel, but also 
put the minister's mind at ease regarding the 
comfort of his family during such time, let it 
be long or short, as he is earnestly engaged in 
true ministry, arousing the hearts, convicting 
the consciences of the people and spreading 
the principles among them that we profess to 
believe more important than all perishable 
things — our money included. The world 
needs this spiritual ministry ; in it is our hope 
for the extinction of the hireling ministry — the 
ministry that loves the pay rather than the 
flock. In behalf of this ministry George Fox, 
Edward Burrough and the spiritually-awak- 
ened, down to the present time, have steadily 
borne testimony, while they have an equally 
clear testimony against that which Edward 
Burrough denounces, and which makes the 
ministerial ofHce a business profession and the 
gospel an article of merchandise; the profes- 
sion to be abandoned and the gospel withheld 
when its sale ceases to feed the vanity or the 
avarice of the giver. J. W. P. 

FROM H. A. P. 

Chicago, 8th mo. 24th, 1882. 

Joseph Gibbons — Editor Journal. — As I 
have for some years felt a freedom to attend 
occassionally upon the ministry of other de- 
nominations, I have found that it has consisted 
of two kinds, viz.: ministry to the mind, and 
ministry to the heart. The former is th result 
of labor and time and outlay of money. 

This may properly be paid for as any other 
instruction. 

The ministry to the souls of men comes be- 
cause the heart or the minister feels the divine 
call. This is independent of money. I have 
heard what seemed to me to be the gos- ''• '- 
pel from men who were maintained, and I - 
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nave heard what did not seem to be the gos- 
pel from those who were not paid. So I con- 
clude that to those who are truly consecrated, 
the question of money is secondary. I would 
judge all ministry therefore by its spiritual evi- 
dence. 

The fruit of much of the paid ministry proves 
itself, results justifying it. Good does not be- 
get evil, nor vice-versa. 

I have no objection to a minister being sup- 
ported by those who approve him, while he is 
engaged in the ministry. I do object to 
his preaching what is not the gospel, and call- 
ing it that, whether he is supported in it or 
not. Sincerely, H. A. P. 



FROM ELIZABETH W. SMITH. 
Wilmington, Del., 7th mo. 30th, 1882. 

Joseph Gibbons — Respected Friend. — 

Thy letter of , asking my views upon a 

free gospel ministry is received. In reply I 
have little to express, as my opinion is very 
primitive and democratic. 

Edward Burrough, two centuries and a half 
since, nobly protested against the enforced 
payment of tithes levied against the people, re- 
gardless alike of their religious views, or their 
ability to sustain such a tax upon their income 
for the support of the clergy, the establishea 
church of England. He denounced this as 
unjust and cruel, and in so much was greatly 
in advance of the times, but it sounds oddly 
enough in this day of spiritual enlightenment, 
to hear him on ''maintenance" say; "And 
who converted the most to God and gained 
the love of most people, and if they wrought 
well, they may receive a maintenance accord- 
ing to the free gift of the people." And fur- 
ther, "let all ministers be maintained by such as 
approve of them, and hear them and partake 
of their labor, but let none be forced to main- 
tain such as they do not approve, nor none 
hindered from maintaining such as they do ap- 
prove of." 

This protest against a compelled maintenance 
was a great and bold departure from establish- 
ed custom and law at that time. Our religious 
Society ever clings with great tenacity to the 
doctrine of the inner light, that spark of divini- 
ty which exists in every soul, and which is the 
answering witness to the Cnrist spirit, or the 
power of God revealed. 

Accepting then, this view of a spiritual guide 
an i counselor, this immediate inspiration,none 
really need a minister or worker on their be- 
half. The utmost a ministering spirit can do 
for his brother man, is to encourage and 
strengthen the penitent seeker after divine 
favor, and help him help himself. No man 
can give to God a ransom for his brother. Each 
one must work out his own soul's salvation, and 
win his own place in the Father's mansion. 

If any member of our fold has received di- 
vine instruction other than that which is only 
for his own private benefit, the gift is divine, 
and the service should neither be bought nor 
; s^ld, but should be faithfully and cheerfully 
"* • performed without any idea oi reward from 



man, freely, **without money and without 
price." Such words fitly spoken by the true 
ambassador of God, always announce the power 
from whence they come, and are always wel- 
come. Very truly thy friend, 

Elizabeth W. Smith. 



FROM JESSE HOLMES. 

lAsccfLK, Nebraska, 

Editor Journal. — I observed in The 
Journal an allusion to some remarks of Sam- 
uel J. Levick on the subject of the testimony of 
Friends in reference to a paid ministry. 

I have been led to review the history of that 
testimony. I have often observed that, when 
we cease to look at things rationally, and are 
concerned about the traditions of the past, that 
we are apt to be led into many inconsistencies, 
and often adopt sentiments and dogmas alto- 
gether at variance with fundamental truths. 

From what I have learned of the drift of these 
remarks, I am certainly very much in sympa- 
thy with him. While I would and always 
have been averse to a ministry divested of di- 
vine authority, or entered on from mercenary 
motives, I am equally opposed to that sordid 
characteristic so prevalent among many mem- 
bers of the Society of Friends, that prevents 
any active humanitarian efforts. This matter 
of giving is very much the result of habit and 
education. 

I have often thought that it was and is a 
misfortune to the Society of Friends, that the 
organization was so cheap. That which costs 
us something is much more highly prized than 
that which is had only for the asking. The 
sustenance of the various religious organiza- 
tions costs a good deal of money, calls every 
member more or less into active service, and 
compels all to contribute pretty liberally in 
proportion to their ability. 

This compels more or less thought in this 
direction, and tends much to educate people in 
the habit of giving. This so far is good. I 
would encourage all, however, to a more 
rational enquiry nto the real value of that for 
which money is used. 

I think our society has sustained a loss from 
an irrational fear, that in contributing for the 
relief and support of those who find it a duty 
to give up to labor for the spread of gospel 
truth, they would not be sustaining the testi- 
mony against a paid ministry. As I understand 
it, Friends did not originally have any testi- 
mony against a paid ministry, but against a 
hireling or mercenary ministry. I feel that 
when aFriend only in comfortable circumstances, 
or below that point in condition has a concern 
to travel abroad, the meeting setting him at 
liberty should provide means for his or her ex- 
penses, and carefully look after the wants of 
the family at home. 

If the minister is at home, and only attend- 
ing his home meeting, he can by some useful 
industry provide for the wants of his family. 
But it does seem to me not only unbrotherly, 
but unkind, to require that he should spend 
his little substance and endanger the safety and 



(is) 



happiness of his family, when the cause in 
which he is enlisted is supposed to be equally 
dear to all his fellow members. And the very 
fact that the meeting has set him at liberty, is 
saying they endorse, not only his ministry, but 
the special mission on which he is about to 
enter, and hence the mission is not only his, 
but also theirs, and as far as possible the priva- 
tions and expenses should be equally borne. 

While I do not endorse a mercenary minis- 
try, I think these subjects need reflection, and 
I believe there is a medium to be found when 
truth and right will not be sacrificed. 

Jesse Holmes. 



FROM A WESTERN FRIEND. 

Richmond, Ind., 8th mo., 1882. 

Editor Journal, — I feel instructed and 
gratified to have the opportunity, through the 
columns of The Journal, to learn the views 
of various Friends on the subject of a paid 
ministry, (the word paid or remunerated to 
the writer seems more appropriate than the 
word hireling.) The position, as set forth by 
S. J. Levick when the sixth query was in con- 
sideration in last Philadelphia Yearly Meeting 
relative to a hireling ministry, as undeistood 
by him, that Friends, as a religious Society, 
have no testimony against a hireling ministry, 
aflfirming only a compulsory support of a min- 
istry they do not approve, and for proof of his 
assertion, he produced the testimony of Edward 
Burrough. In these remarks he says he copied 
verbatim from Burrough's writings, over two 
hundred years ago, at a time the Society of 
Friends had no organization or testimonies to 
bear to the world relative to a hireling ministry. 

Edward Burrough's remarks, there set forth, 
however obscure they may be, by the multi- 
plicity of words, as most early Friends' 
writings are that they need interpreting 
to be comprehended by Friends of this enlight- 
ened century; but be that as it may, these re- 
marks can only be construed to apply to the 
then existing state of society in England, as 
dis&enters from the established church, com- 
monly known as the Church of England, were 
compelled to pay for the support of that 
church ; hence, from the standpoint of the 
writer, Edward Burroughss production, how- 
ever applicable it may have been for the com- 
monwealth of England at that day, is not au- 
thority or a defense for Friends of Philadelphia 
Yearly Meeting or any other Friends' Yearly 
Meetings in America. I again say I am 
rather gratified that S. J. Xevick has sprung 
the question at the time he did, that Friends 
generally, as well as other religious professors, 
may understand the Society ot Friends' posi- 
tion in regard to a paid ministry, since our re- 
public has granted no forced maintenance in 
support of any ministry. The world should 
know that the Society of Friends have at- 
tained a higher ground than other Christian 
professors in their testimonies against a salaried 
ministry, however voluntary it may be to main 
tain such. Having had nearly a life's ac- 
quaintance with the usages of Friends on the 



subject under review, I have ever found them 
to have a testimony against a paid ministry, 
but they have ever had a care if any of their 
approved ministers considered it to be their 
duty to travel in the service of truth, (their 
necessities were inquired into to perform the 
service.) I was reminded in my youth of a 
ministering Friend borrowing a hundred dol- 
lars to enable him to perform an extended 
journey that he might not be chargeable to any. 
When he returned he paid back the money by 
earning it by days' work. In. the forenoon of 
this century the case mentioned may not have 
been an isolated one. Many ministering 
Friends were scrupulous with regard to receiv- 
ing money to bear traveling expenses. An 
eminent minister among Friends was traveling 
in company with some salaried ministers when 
the subject came up of the salaries they were 
getting, as being too meagre. The Friend 
minister was appealed to — if he would preach 
for what he was receiving. His reply was, "I 
would not." 

The various responses to the editor's request, 
with but few exceptions, have been forcibly 
and logically given, and should go forth to the 
general reader. 

A word further. S. J. Levick has failed to 
define his position as his fellow -members have 
his eulogy of Edward Burrough, and his sub- 
terfuge behind the production of Edward Bur- 
rough may not satisfy the inquiring minds now 
enlisted in the cause. Query — Does S. J. 
Levick leave us to infer that he has no testi- 
mony against a paid ministry ? It would seem 
so. A Western Friend. 



FROM JOHN J. CORNELL. 

Mbndon Centre, N. Y., 7th mo. SOth^ 1882. 

Joseph Gibbons — Esteemed Friend. — 
Thine of the 24th inst. with the enclosed arti- 
cle reached me to-day, and I have given the 
said article a careful perusal, and may say that 
while the letter of E. Burrough may reflect the 
views extant among early Friends, I do not 
think it is in accordance with the general idea 
entertained by our branch of Friends at the 
present day. It would not* to me be strange 
that when our early Friends came out of the 
established church, that some of the ideas 
learned therein should still have remained with 
them, and hence, that E. Burrough should 
think that a minister might be maintained by 
such as approved him, without being compelled 
to do so but by their free gift. And as I do not 
feel that all of divine truth was revealed to our 
early Friends, or that all might be required of 
them as a Society, was there unfolded. I cannot 
accept the idea of any one or more of them.or the 
practices they thought right for them, to oe au- 
thority for me. Hence, in relation to the testi- 
mony of the Society against a hireling ministry, 
I have my own view of what is required of me, 
and by that view I only can be governed, and 
that is this. 

I do not believe that it is ever necessary that 
a minister of the gospel of Christ should be so 
wholly occupied with such a service as to b^ 
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dependent upon those unto whom he may minis- 
ter for his support or maintenance. But should 
a minister, either from outward circumstances 
or for want of the needful ability and business 
capacity, stand in need of assistance, either for 
his own support or to travel in the work of the 
ministry, I hold it to be the duty of his or 
her fellow members, when they become satis- 
fied that he orjshe is properly occupying a God- 
given gift, to assist them for the time being to 
perform such service as they deem to be re- 
quired, which service thosfe who aid feel to ap- 
prove. 

But for a minister to feel, because of having 
such a gift that their whole time should be so 
occupied with it as to preclude the entering 
upon secular employment to a sufficient degree 
to obtain a necessary livelihood for themselves 
and family, I believe to be inconsistent with 
the requirements of a free gospel ministry, and 
I think it will be very seldom that the Lord 
will so require the time of his servants to be 
occupied. 

In the testimony for a free gospel ministry 
such as we profess to bear to the world, we re- 
cognize the fact that God is the teacher of his 
people himself, and that the nature of the duty 
required of the minister is only to recommend 
to this all- wise and all powerful teacher and 
guide, and hence he will not require his ser- 
vants to neglect other laws he has imposed on 
our being to provide for the needs of the phy- 
sical life. 

While I have been pained when hearing 
such strong language used in denunciation of 
a paid ministry. I have been equally pained 
when I hear anything which tends to lessen 
our testimony that the gospel should be free, 
untrammeled by any prospect of a reward from 
man in the way of maintenance or support, 
under circumstances other than those I have 
already alluded to. Affectionately thy fi:iend, 

John J. Cornell. 
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FROM MARY G. SMITH. 

HoLDBS, 8th mo., 1882. 
HAVE WE A TESTIMONY AGAINST A HIRELING 

MINISTRY ? 

The various articles in The Journal on 
this question have revived the subject which 
has been frequently presented to my mind for 
consideration. Why have we a testimony 
against a hired or paid ministry ? First, we 
hold that man cannot confer a qualification for 
the ministry of the gospel of Jesus Christ; that 
it consists in the knowledge of spiritual things, 
the power of the Holy Ghost, and that we must 
constantly seek of God for ability to open up 
the correct truths, so as to elicit the interest of 
the hearer, and set in motion the hidden work- 
ings of truth. 

Secondly, we believe that the receiving of a 
salary as a minister does not agree with the 
gospel, which is free; therefore it is dangerous 
to the advancement of true righteousness, 
as it is a temptation to those who are 
not firmly built upon the • rock of Christ, 
the spiritual light of God to us, and 



often a detriment to the established minister. 
Therefore, as the divine spirit can alone qualify 
a minister, and we accept and acknowledge 
the evidence of the holy anointing, and that 
this can all be felt and approved while our 
hands are employed in physical labor. We do 
not discard the aid of a good literary education 
for delivery, a pure physical atmosphere to 
think, and a sufficient relaxation from arduous 
toil to render the mind clear and perceptive of 
duty. The most able ministers of our Society 
have been men and women of steady, active 
employment, fulfilling the injunction of Paul 
to labor with their hands, so as to not be be- 
holding to any. Still, if our ministers are call- 
ed of the poorer class, we need not withhold 
the hand of charity just because they are min- 
isters and that we have a testimony against a 
paid ministry. But this is a weighty subject, 
and one that requires great caution to move 
properly and to endeavor to establish a criter- 
ion by the writings of our ancient Friends, 
might centre in a great diversity of opinions or 
sentimeuts, as it is improbable that we would 
understand them alike. Whilst George Fox 
instituted a discipline with a code of rules and 
regulations for the Society, he did not lay them 
down as infallible laws, but left them as last- 
ing injunctions to "mind the light " not the 
light of his letter, but the illumination of the 
same spiritual essence in our soul life that had 
opened up the knowledge of divine truth in 
his soul, and which remains to be a guide to 
all who seek to know the true light, and thus 
may we become the children of the light. 

I don't doubt but that there have been some 
poor ministers and many humble servants of 
the Lord, that have been hindered in their 
work by their limited circumstances, yet it is a 
delicate matter to assist such in a Way to bene- 
fit the cause, and not do them an injury. Hu- 
man nature is weak, and it requires a wise 
prudence to extend the hand of charity in such 
cases. If we are embued with that spirit 
which constitutes a true Friend, we shall not 
let any of our members, either ministers or 
others, suffer for the essential requirements of 
nature, nor in the performance of duties 
to the society, that the cause may not sustain a 
serions loss by their limited means. But it 
does seem clear to me that it is a vital testi- 
mony that we hold to a free gospel ministry, 
making no discrimination between one who 
declares the truth of the spiritual light and 
knowledge to his fellowmen and they who si- 
lently bear the burdens of the church offices. 
Let all work as with one mind, that in all God 
may be glorified. For from him comes all 
wisdom, and they who seek have the promise 
that they shall obtain liberty, yet often this 
knowledge is very much of a cross to our own 
natural desires, but as we feel this birth to 
have been quickened by this perceptive 
knowledge, we will endeavor to bear the cross 
and act our part in ail things, but all our work 
requires great watchfulness that we do not 
create a precedent that will become a stum- 
bling stone and rock of offense to the deep 
inlaid principles of the society of Friends. 
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May I not be considered presuming too much 
when I ask a thoughtful consideration of our 
principles and testimonies, that they be exam- 
ined by the well-spring of the Christ in our 
own soul life, that we may understand the 
vital truths of our society and there will follow 
a uniting of spirit even though there has to be 
a submission of our own wilb. All the writ- 
ings of Friends have in them the one deep 
leading thought, to teach us to look individu- 
ally to the inner life, this spiritual source, this 
God.revealing principle as the only way to 
the knowledge of life and truth. I do not de- 
sire to be thought to undervalue any of our 
worthy predecessors, nor our elder brothers 
and sisters of the present day, but to ask us to 
look beyond them up to the day- star that led 
them and taught them. If we do not, we 
shall run into creeds, traditions and lifeless 
formalities which will result in a spiritual 
death to us. I have only written the simple 
truths as they are opened to my mind and if 
they meet the witness for truth in another child's 
soul, all is well. 

I remain your sister in love, 

Mary G. Smith, 






FROM J. M. T. Jr. 

The article from E. Burrough's works sent 
me, and since published in The Journal, is a 
clear statement of the principles of Friends on 
the subject of a "hireling ministry,*' which is a 
different thing from a "free gospel ministry," 
into which some of the present day are endeav- 
oring to pervert it. £. Burrough was a prominent 
figure in the early Society whilst he lived, 
both in the ministry, as well as by writing as 
otherwise, defending and advocating the prin- 
ciples which were recognized amongst Friends; 
the testimony of George Fox, F. Howgill and 
others proye this. 

It will be noticed that £. Burrough says, as 
**a free gift may they receive the fruits of their 
labors, and not as a debt " and ''they may eat 
such things as are set oefore them, in any 
house which they enter into which is worthy, 
and they may supply their necessities in food 
and raiment, as a free gift from those who are 
gathered out of the world, who are the church 
of Christ, over whom the ministers are made 
stewards to watch over them, to exhort them, 
to instruct them and to edify them, but not 
from the world wfiich continues in unbelief, 
and disobedience to the gospel, may they re- 
ceive any maintenance, by compulsion or by a 
free gift, neither may they receive great sums 
of money by the year, or tythes or other offer- 
ings, to maintain themselves and their families 
in pride, and idleness, and lust, and excess, 
and superfluity in meats and apparel. 

Such a maintenance, if by free gift, much 
less by force, is not allowed by Christ and his 
saints, but is the maintenance of anti-Christian 
teachers, which were never sent of Christy" etc. 

In other words, the true Christian minister 
is so fully devoted to the cause of his divine 
master, tibat he is not concerned about his 
HMunt^nanoe, trusting that the Lord will pro- 



vide all things necessary, and if the divine re- 
quisition should occupy his time so fully as to 
prevent his own manual labor, there will be 
that feeling aroused in and amongst those who 
sympathize with or have been blessed by his 
gospel labors, to minister unto his necessities 
and that of his family, not by giving a salary 
or by compulsion, but voluntarily and freely. 

Francis Howgill, in his "Great Case of 
Tythes Reviewed,*' (see F.HowgilVs works,page 
560,) speaking of Christ and the disciples 
whom he sent out, says: "Though they were 
sent out as sheep among wolves, yet they 
preached the word of the kingdom freely^ and 
turned people to Christ, the new and living 
way, whereby their hearts were opened to min- 
ister unto them, which served for their neces- 
sity in the work of the gospel; they did not de- 
sire or require any stipend, salary, augmenta- 
tion or settled maintenance, but were minister- 
ed unto them only by them who had believed 
their report, and were made partakers of spir- 
itual things; they never complained of want, 
nor never had any cause, nor did not give over 
preaching of the gospel because they had not 
settled maintenance, like our latter generation 
of priests, who, if their maintenance do cease, 
their gospel ceaseth, which demonstrates only 
they minister for hire and filthy lucre, and so 
are out of the apostles' doctrine and practice, 
etc." 

On page 561, alluding to the churches at 
Antioch, Galatia and Corinth, the apostles or« 
dained that "weekly offering should -be made 
for the saints by every man according to the 
ability of his estate," and in this way "the poor 
were relieved, and other necessary services 
supplied in the church of God." 

He further states: '*The next age monthly 
offerings were made or given among the saints, 
and used "according to the necessity of the 
saints, for propagating of Christianity, as the 
maintenance for the brethren in their travels 
for the service of God, feeding, clothing and 
burying their poor brethren, relieving of widows 
and orphans, etc.;" but it was a free gift. Ter- 
tuUian said: "No man is to be forced, but what 
as he confers of his own accord." 

On page 587, same treatise, Francis How- 
gill writes : " Unto all which I answer, that 
they which do believe and have received spir- 
itual things indeed, that they are enjoined by 
the doctrine of Christ and of his apostles, and 
not only so, but even from natural things all 
that believe are largely taught their duty 
therein, to distribute and communicate freely 
unto them who labor in word and doctrine, 
and are sent out in the work of the Lord, that 
they be comfortably provided for by them that 
are partakers of heavenly and spiritual things 
from the Lord as to go on in the warfare of 
the Lord, and to plant in the vineyard of the 
Lord ; yea, and it is agreed that the ministers 
of Christ did not do these things at their own 
charge; but if they might not be muzzled that 
tread out the com, yet they may be muzzled 
that tread out no com, but ran ramping through 
the Lord's fields and spoil the com, these 
ought to be muzzled.'* 
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Further, ** every man is the sole owner of 
his own labor and possession, yet ought every 
one freely to glorify God with his substance 
and to communicate to him that teacheth in all 
good things needful, and such sacrifice God 
doth well accept.** 

George Fox, in 1658, addressed the Protec- 
tor and Parliament, in which he says : "As for 
the maintenance and means of ministers, leave 
that to the people, and see if the preaching of 
that will so open the hearts of the 'people as 
to lay down their possessions at the feet. of 
ministers, and so let a man plant a vineyard be- 
fore he eat of the fruit of it. Let him get a flock 
before he eat of the milk. So thou shalt not 
muzzle the mouth of the ox that treadeth out 
the com. Then the ox may eat, and they that 
preach the gospel may live of the gospel. Now 
establishing of maintenance for ministry, and 
giving them a set maintenance, and they tak- 
ing it by compulsion by an outward law, this is 
never likely to open the hearts of people, nor 
ever likely to bring men to * live of the gospel,' 
when they have a set maintenance set them.** 

Early Friends acted on this idea, and there 
is evidence in the Swarthmore papers and 
other authorities, quoted in Barclay* s " Inner 
Lite of the Religious Societies of the Com- 
monwealth,** to show that a liberal amount of 
funds were raised and expended for that pur- 
pose. 

** Elizabeth Cowertt is furnished for the go- 
ing into the Sou& with a waistcoat and petti- 
coat of an expensive character, costing no less 
that 19s. 2d.; W. Simpson, a Bible, 7s. 6d. ; 
W. Simpson, a Bible, 3s. 6d.** In 1657, John 
Stubs writes Margaret Fell : <* The charge by 
post hath and doth sometimes stay me; I 
would not make the pure truth unnecessarily 
chargeable,*' showing these expenses were 
paid from a common fund. In 1658 the ex- 
penditure was so large as to cause *^ general 
opposition,** but later, J. Miller writes Mar. 
garet Fell, " Some who opposed the collection 
are now better satisfied.** 

Francis Howgill and Edward Burrough 
would seem to have had charge of the funds 
in London and vicinity, for Francis Howgill 
writes Margaret Fell: ^^I shall take care for 
the supplyment of Friends in these parts, and 
truly I fear lest the burden should be heavy on 
the North, for the charge is great and our 
camp great.** " The gathered congregations *' 
in the city ** lose their numbers so fast they 
know not what to do.** 

In ** Letters of Early Friends,** page 85, the 
following appears: **If any ministers want, 
our friends F. and E. (i. e. Francis and Ed- 
ward) will supply them ; the charge truly is 
great, but our desire is to make it as easy as 
possibly we can.** 

E. Burrough, whose peculiar gift was to 
''thunder against sin and iniquity,** and Francis 
Howgill, commenced preaching in London in 
1654, and were equal to the emergency. 
Francis Howgill writes M. Fell in First month, 
1656: **We have about 20 meetings a week.** 
Fox, Cann, Audland, Hulberthome, Alex. 
Parker and Jas. Naylor supplemented their 



labors, and it is computed that in 1878 there 
were about 10,000 members belonging to the 
meetings in London. 

At that time it was rather regarded as essen- 
tial for a true gospel minister to travel for the 
promotion of truth. J. Naylor, in "Quakers* 
Catechism,*' affirmed that Baxter was not a true 
minister, because he did not travel, and G. 
Keith, in reference to the Presb3rterians and 
Independents of New England, says that if 
they have received a commission, (Mat. 28,) 
•*ye are very unfaithful unto it.*' They go, he 
says, into a house or town, and there teach 
"a few that come to hear you." **So did not 
the apostles, but traveled from place to place 
and from one nation, city and country to 
another, but so do not ye.** 

T. Pollard, an Independent minister, says: 
"And to you, Farnsworth, and the rest that 
walk up and down and live idly, without a 
calling, if you would observe the Scripture for 
a rule, you would see what Paul saith; *If uny 
would not work, neither should he eat.' ** 

And there is further evidence given in Bar* 
clay's *'Inrier Life," that George Fox and the 
morning meeting exercised an influence in 
sending or advising ministering Friends where 
their services were needed. 

The engrafting of quietistic notions upon the 
energetic Quaker stock, has had a disastrous 
effect upon the Society, until now we hear of 
Friends* testimony to *^silent meetings,** and 
that ministers should not go to other meetings 
without a ^'special call.'* 

Friends have no testimony to silent meetings, 
for, as the late George Truman has often 
said in our business gatherings, **the Society of 
Friends never were gathered around silent 
meetings," and until we come back to the olden 
ideas, and are willing to aid liberally in sup- 
porting the labors of living gospel ministers, 
our Society must continue to decline. 

Neither is it necessary for onr ministers to 
wait until a "wo** is pronounced against 
them; such action shows a rebellious spirit, 
and never was in harmony with early Quaker- 
ism. They endeavored to dwell so near the 
divine life as to be always ready when the 
summons came for duty. It is said that Wil- 
liam Penn on some occasions commenced 
preaching before reaching his seat after entering 
a meeting house. 

The text we so often hear quoted in our re- 
ligious meetings, for sitting in silence in order 
for worship, does not inculcate such an idea; 
for as the late Lucretia Mott used to say, it 
meant an active life of usefulness. They that 
wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength; 
they shall mount up with wings as eagles — 
(did any one ever hear of birds mounting up 
and yet keeping still,) they shall run, (running 
means motion,) and not be weary; and they 
shall walk (which requires activity of limbs,) 
and not faint. 

Friends always held to meeting in silence, as 
a condition more suited to withdraw the mind 
from outward things, and center it upon those 
which were divine, in which state it can com- 
mune in spirit with the divine Author, but 
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wKen he bids unto utterance, whether it be ex- 
hortation, prayer or singing, obedience should 
be promptly given, and if we were more faith- 
fid few of our meetings would be silent, and 
all of them would be love feasts. 

Quietism may suit certain conditions, but 
hisd no identity with the zeal and activi^ of 
early Friends. 

Our discipline advises care to aid those go- 
ing on religious service when necessary, but 
how is it carried out. Early Friends encour- 
aged economy in living, and the result has been 
the accumulating of wealth; but as a prominent 
Friend not long since remarked in substance, 
they did not see the danger of the other ex- 
treme,to guard against closeness, and hence the 
opposition so often made to meeting expendi- 
tures. 

The golden coin has rested on our souls so 
long as to become imbedded into them, and 
we can see the Lord's fields of service needing 
laborers, but have no willingness to go our- 
selves therein, nor to assist others to do so. 

Hence a minister may feel a concern but 
lacking the means, and knowing the feeling 
with too many, may remain at home when he 
should be abroad doing the Lord's work. I 
could mention the name of one whom it would 
be universally admitted, would be very ser- 
viceable in spreading the principles of truth as 
Friends understand them, but he is poor, and 
hafi a family dependent on him, and hence 
outside his own Yearly Meeting, his labors 
have not been extensive. On one occasion, 
feeling a requisition of duty, he obtained a 
minute of the unity of Friends with his con- 
cern, but as I have understood, no steps were 
taken to provide for his expenses, and he would 
not manifest a want of confidence in the al- 
mighty Father's ability to promote for his 
wants, by asking for assistance. 

Seeing no other way, he sold a cow to raise 
the means to defray his expenses, which 
Friends hearing of, then came to his relief, as 
they should have done at the start. 

The late George Truman, than whom no 
one was more opposed to an hireling ministry, 
stated in one of our business meetings that 
when Nicholas Wain obtained a minute for 
religious service in England, he remarked that 
'<of course my expenses must be (or should be) 
paid, for if I do not, my poorer brother will 
not accept of such assistance, and it is not for 
me to be a stumbling block in his way." 

Nicholas Wain was a wealthy man, and 
could bear his own expenses, but he was not 
speaking because he wished to save money; 
that was not his character, but he looked at 
the principle, and was willing to humiliate 
himself to carry it out, for it must have been 
indeed an humbling dispensation for a man of 
his high tone of character, to be dependent 
on the bounty of others. The principle which 
he here enunciated, is one that should 
hold good in all cases. When a concern of a 
minister is sanctioned by a meeting, it is hence- 
forth the concern of the meeting itself, and it 
should aid both in supplying a companion and 
paying all necessary expenses, whether the in- 



dividual be rich or poor, for with our demo- 
cratic system. Friends should make no distinc- 
tions. 

In my own opinion, the cause of a hireling 
ministry is much more strengthened by the 
mawkish feeling displayed by so many, in 
their semi-apologies for those who preach for 
hire and divine for money. 

How many amongst us from whom we 
should expect better things, repudiate the term 
"hireling," and if possible, insist on its being 
struck from our Society phraseology, thus 
thrusting aside the testimony of our Society 
against a ^'hireling ministry." We will never 
convince men of evil by glossing it over. 

I would say a word here in reference to 
G. S. T.'s communication in the Intelli- 
gencer on the subject of this article, in sub- 
stance that E. Burrough and others of that 
early day had not progressed far enough to be 
accepted as authority. Those who were the 
pioneers in calling together our body, certain- 
ly should be supposed to know on what prin- 
ciples it was based, and are much more to be 
relied on, than those who have ^'progressed," 
as we are told, in more modern times. 

Quietistic notions, ideas of Ranter origin, 
methods of Keithian descent, have been en- 
grafted on our pure stock, and it is a matter of 
doubt, whether if George Fox, William Penn, 
and other ancient worthies were restored to 
mortality, they would be received as brethren 
in unity, or whether our hearts, if not the gates 
of our meeting houses, would not be barred 
against the utterance of the plain unvarnished 
truth, spoken in the blunt way, without any 
effort to make the dose more palatable, which 
was their wont when in the flesh. 

The more we go back to those early days as 
guides, the bettei we will see the excresences 
which have been added, and which have im- 
peded our progress. 

" Remove not the ancient land-marks." 

J. M. T., Jr. 



FROM THOS. H. SPEAKMAN. 

PHniADBLPHiA, 8th mo. 19th, 1883. 
SAMUEL J. LEVICK AND A PAID MINISTRY, 

Editor Journal. — Thy invitation to give 
my views on this subject was duly received 
some weeks since, and would have been re- 
sponded to sooner, but finding the same re- 
quest had been made of a number of others, I 
feared there would be undue repetition, and 
therefore waited till now. I am rather sur- 
prised that in the communications that have 
appeared, there is so little of actual dissent 
from the extraordinary views as they appear to 
me, expressed in our late Yearly Meeting, 
that gave rise to the correspondence. I believe 
it is best to speak plainly and honestly what we 
think, and more, that it is a duty to do so, for 
by this, truth is most effectively promoted. 
Plain speaking, I regard as not in the least 
degree inconsistent with the love, charity and 
forbearance we should all feel toward each 
other. We are all liable at times to fall intO 
error, and if those who plainly see it do not 
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wlien it comes in their way, plainly though 
kindly tell us of it, they fail to do what they 
might for our good and the cause of truth and 
right, and therefore fail in their duly. 

There certainly ought not to be, at this day, 
any controversy or misunderstanding as to what 
are the accepted views of Friends on the sub- 
ject of a paid ministry. That Friends in the 
ministry may receive help from their meetings 
or fellow members, to relieve themselves or 
families from loss or sufifering from expenses 
incurred, or temporary neglect of their usual 
avocations on account of their religious ser- 
vices, is not to be questioned. And it is equal- 
ly clear that meetings sanctioning the services 
of ministering Friends away from home, are 
bound to see that they are suitably provided 
with companions, and relieved from any pecu- 
niary ouUay that they may not be comfortably 
able to bear. 

A quotation from Samuel M. Janney's histo- 
ry, Vol. I, page 470, on this point will be both 
pertinent and interesting. He says: 

*' Although it was an acknowledged principle 
among early Friends that nothing in the nature 
of a\ compensation or salary ^ for preaching 
should be received by ministers of the gospel, 
yet those who went forth in that service, with 
the approbation of the meeting to which 
they belonged, if not able to defray their own 
expenses without injury to their families, were 
supplied with funds sufficient for their wants. 
There being at that time many ministers trav- 
eling in foreign countries, considerable sums 
were required to aid them in the work* By 
direction of a general meeting held at Skipton 
in 1658, a subscription for this purpose was 
opened among Friends, which resulted in the 
collection of £h3i 5s. 5d. 

" When we consider the value of money at 
that day, and the circumstances of Friends, 
many of whom were impoverished by persecu- 
tion, this collection indicates great liberality. 
It tnust be borne in mind that even those min- 
isters who were in indigent circumstances 
when at home and able to pursue their tem- 
poral avocations, maintained themselves by the 
labor of their own hands, in accordance with 
the example of the apostles and primitive 
Christians." 

And to show that such was the example of 
the apostles, we may quote Paul-atMadedonia: 
Acts, 22: 33, 34. "I have counted no man's 
silver, or gold, or apparel; yea, you yourselves 
know that these hands have ministered unto 
my necessities, and to them that were with me." 

When carefully analyzed, the language of 
our friend Samuel J. Levick, as reported in 
The Journal, and which corresponds with 
my own recollection, and the correctness of 
which he has not attempted to call in question 
seems so diametrically and shockingly opposed 
to the views and practices of early Friends as 
b^ore set forth, to our own discipline and to 
the testimony all bearing the name of Friends, 
have ever held or been supposed to hold on 
this subject, that it is to me a matter of aston- 
ishment that it was at the Yearly Meeting, and 
has b^n since allowed to pass with so little 



adverse criticism, though coming from a redoiU- 
mended minister of the Society. Here is whftt 
he says : 

'* Friends do not object to any man preaching 
and receiving money for it, nor to any society 
having one of their members preach and i>ay- 
ing him for so doing." Indeed I Then Friends 
owe a very humble apology to the men whom 
they have been so long and systematically de- 
nouncing as "hirelings." 

He goes on further to say: "But they 
(Friends,) object to being taxed fbr the support 
of the church or priest for which they have no 
need, which they cannot make use of and 
which tells them what they must do and think.'' 
We have thus both a negative and an affirma- 
tive averment of what Friends' views are on 
this subject, which corroborate each other, and 
leave no doubt as to his meaning ; iind the re- 
sult of which is that Friends have no testimo- 
ny whatever against any form of paid ministry 
that exists in this county. The negative aver- 
ment is that Friends do not object to any 
society having one of their members preach 
and paying him for so doing. No religions 
society in this country does any more than that. 
The affinnative averment is to the effect that 
the only testimony Friends have on this sub- 
ject is against being taxed for the support of 
churches for other people, a thing wholly un- 
known in this country. Can Friends feel 
clear to allow it to be thus proclaimed to our 
young people and the world, on the authority 
of an acknowledged minister, that we have, 
afler all, no testimony to uphold on a subject to 
which we have heretofore attached so much 
importance? 

Th« quotation from Edward Burroi^h, even 
admitting it to be authority, utterly fails to 
sustain any such extraordinary doctrine; but 
the saying of no one man is to be taken as ab- 
solute authority among us. He was arguing 
against being taxed compulsotily for the support 
of ministers for other churches, and he might 
well say as he does: "That every man be left 
free in such cases to maintain whom he will 
and to give as he will and what he will, and 
this is reason and equity, that no man be com- 
pelled to give nor hindered from giving to 
whom he pleaseth and what he pleaseth, and 
so let the people make choice of their ministers 
whom they will approve and whom they Will 
hear, and of whose labors they will receive, 
and then let them maintain them, and if any 
be compelled, let them be compelled to pay 
their own servants who minister to them, and 
not to another's, for whom they do not work," 
etc. There is nothing in this or anything else 
he says, inconsistent with the ground taken on 
this sut^ect by Friends then and ever since, as 
before set forth. 

Possibly, in the rather discouraging state of 
our Society^ our friend advanced his peculiar 
views with the idea that the introduction of a 
paid ministry might be a means of renewed 
life, as other propositions have been made to 
that end. If this be so, I imagine few are pre- 
pared to acknowledge the Society a failure 
from the beginning, as to its fundamental idea 
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of a free gOKspel mraistry. The cftuses of otir 
low condUtioii so far as they have not already 
been at least partially removed by the intro- 
dvction of First-day schools, are^ as it seems to 
me, of a character to require totally different 
remedies. 

In the early years of our Society, when it 
was beinj; gathered together and established, 
the ministers are well known to have been in 
the advance, but in this respect it seems to me 
that gfenerally speaking, they have exchanged 
places with tht general membership. The 
trouble with Friends has been the pertinacity 
with which they have adhered to stereotyped 
forms and set notions, and refused to move 
forwards The ministry, being more immedi- 
ately under the iufluence of this spirit, has suf- 
fered more from it, and being a constituent 
pcirt of the secret meetings for ministers and 
elders, has been greatly to their disadvantage. 
In frankness I must say that I regard these 
secret meetings as one great cause of the in- 
veterate fbgyism by which the life is being 
gradually crushed out of our society. 

In urging the necessity for moving forward, 
the question may and does arise — what is for- 
ward—forward in what direction ? 

Our friend Samuel J. Levick may think it 
would be going forward to employ ministers to 
preach to us and pay them well, and his re- 
marics unavoidably give rise to the thought 
tiiat his services would be demanded in that 
direction. Others think it is going forward to 
create a great noise and tumult, and swell the 
membership by the claptrap and excitement of 
religious revivals, as is done by some calling 
themselves Friends in the Western States. My 
own idea of forward is to adhere in the main 
to all the fundamental principles, practices and 
way of Friends in the beginning, which I con- 
sider well and wisely suited to their day, but to 
improve upon them as fast as reason and ex- 
perience may show changes to be beneficial. 

The aim should be to lop off as fast as possi- 
ble all mere peculiarities, as to forms, habits 
and religious thought that are found to be de- 
void of real sense, and to make our meeting 
houses and meetings so many centres of the 
highest attainable thought, not only as to re- 
ligion, but as to morals, education and general 
culture. And this condition is not to be at- 
tained, either solely or chiefly, by the aid of 
ministers, paid or unpaid, for the members to 
look to, revolve around, and place their de- 
. pendence upon, but rather by mutual attrition 
and interchange of thought, in whatever man- 
ner and form which might from tinie to time 
be found best. The underlying idea of our 
organization is essentially democratic, regard- 
ing all as equal, and all capable of impart- 
ing as well as receiving useful instruction, 
and the closer we adhere to this idea the 
better. Thos. H. Speakman. 



FROM C. H. ROBERTS. 
St. HsLBirA, Oedar Co., Neb., 8th mo. 16th, 1882. 

Joseph Gibbons — Editor Journal. — The 
position taken by S. J. Levick in regard to ft 



<< hireling ministry aj^ears to have called oni A 
great deal of feeling." And no wonder I The 
writer has carefully studied the principles of 
Friends from his youth up, and it has always 
appeared to him that the testimony against a 
** mercenary priesthood" is the fundamental 
principle of the Society, and he (the writer) 
believes that the disregard of this principle is 
the prime cause of the sorrowful condition in 
which we find Quakerism to-day. In the early 
days we asked no favors of the priests of Baal, 
but now, forsooth, the tender, compassionate 
ears of some of our own priests tingle when 
they hear the epithets hireling and mercenary 
applied to those who preach for gain, and leave 
one congregation, yes, even one denomination 
of professing christians for another, for an in- 
crease of wages I The itching desire to deal 
out divine mysteries for tithes has spread to 
our preachers, and we find some of them not 
ashamed td declare that, *^ If the preacher be 
poor his necessities should be ministered unto, 
etc." And one goes so far as to say, that 
« There are many precious ministers up and 
down in our Society that are called, and would 
go forth, but they are hampered — they have 
not the means to pay the expenses necessary, 
etc." Now, is not this a remarkable state- 
ment ? God calls on those to preach his word 
who have not means to carry out his requii'e- 
ments, and because he makes this blunder, 
and Friends will not help him out by paying 
salariesj behold the consequences* Meetings 
are neglected; our youth go elsewhere, and 
other evils follow. When men send servants 
upon a mission if they are prudent men, they 
provide their servants with everything neces- 
sary for executing the mission. Is God less 
prudent than man? The grand doctrine of 
our Society, that ^^God has put his laws into 
their mind and has written them in their 
hearts " — ** And they shall not teach every 
man his neighbor and every man his brother, 
saying, Know the Lord : for all shall know 
me from the least unto the greatest," seems to 
be lost sight of in this discussion. The ques- 
tion will arise if this be true, do we need any 
preacher ? Have the efforts of those who have 
traveled from one end of Quakerdom to the 
other, many of them poor enough preachers, 
indeed, in the last half of our existence as a 
Society, been productive of much good ? Can 
we in looking back over the past, find any 
tangible benefits which have arisen from the 
labors of itinerant Quaker preachers. The 
writer has suffered from the infliction of much 
preaching, and he is sorry to say that it has ap- 
peared to him that most of that which he has 
heard from those who desire wages was spoken 
for the apparent purpose of exalting the crea* 
ture and showing " What a powerful preach- 
er I am ; " and the language of the poor ig. 
norant preacher of old, seemed to be heard 
rising above the intonations, "Luke, thou hast 
beat them all preaching." It has appeared to 
the writer that plain speaking is necessary for 
the cure of the pestilent evil that is destroying 
Quakerism. Our whole system of muzzling 
by means of elders and an aristocracy in the 



(") 



cliurcl], will effectually destroy our Society as 
a body; and it has produced a priesthood 
whose aim seems not to be to speak the word 
and the truth, but to be popular. What we 
need is not a lackadaisical, sentimental " want 
of unity," with a ** mercenary" priesthood 
but a determined active hostility to priesthood 
and priestcraft, whether found in other denomi- 
nations of professing christians or in our own. 
Those who would sell the word of God for 
any worldly consideration whatever, must be 
driven from their high places, and those who 
are voluntary, willing ministers, are to be deem- 
ed worthy of the Master's hire. If God has 
called any man to preach his word, will he not 
provide the means necessary for his physical 
needs? If he does not so provide, let us by 
all means have an established church support- 
ed by taxation, and a regularly organized sys- 
tem of religion, with college bred expounders 
of the law and the testimonies. Once admit 
the proposition that even poor preachers are 
to be paid, and Friends' testimonies for over 
two hundred years are valueless, and we are 
now in darkness. May the Father grant that the 
machinations of the Quaker priesthood may be 
frustrated, and that these holy, precious testi- 
monies against a man-made, man-paid, merce- 
nary, hireling and blasphemous system may be 
preserved inviolate. Thine truly, 

C. H. Roberts. 



FROM SIDNEY AVERILL. 

Wyanet, m., 8th mo., 1882. 
An extract from the writings of Edward 
Burroughs has been recently cited by a minis- 
ter of our Society, as favoring in a free volun- 
tary way, a paid ministry. A careful reading 
of the printed slip evinces the redundancy of 
statement peculiar to many writers two hundred 
years ago. The answer to a supposed question 
as to what ministry Friends favor, opens with 
a statement " that we allow such as are ordain- 
ed with power from on high and are changed 
by Christ from death to life, and such who 
gain the name of the Lord, to minister and de- 
clare freely what they have received freely, 
such as make the gospel of Christ free and 
without charge." Further on in his answer, 
Edward Burrough writes that Christ's minis- 
ters take no thought for an outward mainten- 
ance, yet we do believe and know that such 
have power to eat and drink. Many receive 
carnal things where they sow spiritual, as a 
free gift. As a free gift may they receive the 
fruit of their labors and not as a debt. This is 
the maintenance we do allow the ministers of 
Christ, they may eat such things as our set be- 
fore them. They may supply their necessities 
in food and raiment as a free gift from those 
who are gathered out of the world. If this 
is a fair summary of his urbase answer, the po- 
sition he then took years before any discipline 
was formed, was really a clear foresight of our 
testimony in this particular, as held in query 
and answer ever since our doctrinal organiza- 
tion in our meetings for business. A minister 
now may accept freely food and raiment in his 



field of labor without censure, provided he or 
she do not make the gospel burdensome. All 
along the line of our history ministers who 
have been supplied with minutes of approval 
to visit distant lands, have in cases of need re- 
ceived pecuniary aid. True, many of our 
preachers do not receive this aid. They see 
beyond the need of it and bear at home their 
burdens until the Lord and Master opens the 
way in the sense of means as well as in the 
sense of service. They see that the fruit of 
preparation does not ripen in a day. To the 
receptive and attentive mind of the servant of 
God there comes in the light of a clear im- 
pression a mission, a field of labor is indicated. 
He is willing to go but the state of his home 
affairs or his means prevent immediate response. 
He wisely waits to see if a way opens before 
him. Apparently without his human aid, fa- 
vors unexpected meet him, obstacles are all 
removed. He goes to return bringing his re- 
ward with him. A minister of this mind and 
with this care never it seems to me needs to 
look for aid from man. Progress implying 
growth, not change, never leads back to that 
state of bondage out of which we were led. 
If in the whole history of all races of men 
there ever has been a more cruel, bloody bon- 
dage than that which priestcraft has imposed 
both on the bodies and souls of the people, it 
is hid from the scrutiny of thought. It is one 
of our missions to lead still farther away from 
that iniquity. Sidney Averill. 

FROM WM. WILLIAMS. 

Watebfobd, Va., 8th mo., 1882. 
The ministry of the Jews seemed to have 
been composed of two distinct orders, entirely 
unlike in character and function. First of 
these in order, though not in usefulness, was 
the priest. Belonging to a separate tribe, es- 
pecially appointed to oflfice without regard to 
individual worth, he appears to have had no 
other qualifications for his work than that of 
an acquaintance with the ceremonial law and 
the traditions current with his order. Hence 
any ordinary intelligence, under the instruc- 
tions of the Rabbi or teachers of the law, (an- 
swering to the professors of our schools of di- 
vinity.) could safely aspire to any station in the 
priestnood. This class was looked up to by 
the people, honored by them, and cheerfully 
awarded a support out of the means provided 
by the labors of their brethren. As to any 
qualification they possessed to point out the 
ways of truth and righteousness to the people, 
we can only judge by the fruits of their minis- 
try. Whenever the Israelites lapsed into 
idolatry, we find the priests with them, aiding 
and abetting. And when a ruler left the true 
faith and sought to set up other forms of wor- 
ship and wished for a Levite to minister at his 
altar, we find one always ready to accept the 
place, provided they could agree as to the 
terms of payment. These men taught no 
higher form of religion than that contained in 
the law of Moses and the traditions of the 
order; the latter used to expound and explain 
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the former until its meaning was subverted. 
Appointed by the people, deriving their pay 
from them, they naturally sought to accommo- 
date their teaching to the tastes and wishes of 
their hearers, which led the prophet to exclaim, 
**And it shall be, as with the people, so with 
the priest." 

Second. In contrast with the priest, we 
find the prophet; of no particular tribe or fami- 
ly, he appears to have been one of those whom 
the spirit of the Lord called to his especial 
"work a work that was often distasteful and 
full of peril, seldom inviting or attended with 
honor in the day it was performed. These 
men had no training in the schools, and derived 
their qualifications solely from the anointing 
of that spirit by which they were endowed. 
Like Jonah, they found that the only way to 
obtain peace to their souls, was by obedience 
to the revelations made to them. In this way 
they gained a clear insight into the condition 
of the people, the spiritual nature of the king- 
dom of Grod was opened to their view, the love 
of sinful man waxed warm in their hearts, and 
under its impelling force they were led to take 
their lives in their hands, and go forth and 
boldly declare the truths that had been reveal- 
ed to them. This theydid, knowing that they 
would not be gladly received, but often mal- 
treated, for the voice of censure never finds a 
ready entrance into the sinning soul, but oft- 
times arouses a feeling of hatred there. And 
their mission was generally to transgressors, 
not of the law and 3ie traditions os the church, 
but ofthe higher law of truth and righteousness. 
To men who had stifled the inspeaking word 
which God had placed in their souls, and sub- 
stituted therefor the teachings of men which 
were more congenial to their corrupted natures. 
Nothing but unbounded faith in a living God, 
and in the duty required by him at their hands, 
could have strengthened them for the perform- 
ance of such a work. 

Being human like ourselves, is it any wonder 
that they sometimes faltered, that the fear of 
man occasionally overcame their sense of duty? 
That the chastening rod of God was sometimes 
felt by them as a spur to urge them on to action, is 
clear; that the reward of peace always visited 
their souls after obedience is equally evident. 

We do not find that this class of men were 
paid by the people for their services. Being 
called of God to their work they were under 
his care and protection, well knowing that his 
love is too great ever to require a service of a 
creature which is beyond the ability of that 
creature to perform. And being in his em- 
ployment, their pay or reward for the service 
rendered could not be measured by dollars and 
cents, but consisted in joy in the Holy Spirit, 
whose incomes are always pease and happiness. 
We are not warranted in concluding that the 
list of prophets contained in the old testament 
embraces the whole number who were called 
to this especial work. That the names of those 
whose works were preserved by the Jews 
should have a posthumous fame and now be 
honored is not surprising, for true excellence of 
any kind always will sooner or later be honor- 



ed by those whom it has bene6ted. Hence we 
see the Jews in the days of Christ doing homage 
to prophets, while to him, the greatest of them 
all, no term of reproach was too great. The 
expressipns in the columns of The Journal, 
called out by the remarks of Samuel J. Levick 
as to the testimony borne by Friends against a 
hireling ministry, has led to these reflections, 
and I cannnot but ask, are we advancing 
backwards ? The testimony borne by them, 
and which we profess to maintain, is against a 
man-made ministry, as contradistinguished 
from one which is oi divine origin. A minis- 
try which, learned in the schools of our 
modern rabbis^ as distinct from that taught in 
the schools of Christ, and in which the prophets 
learned their lessons. We profess to believe 
that the qualification to preach the gospel de- 
pends pn the anointing power of the Holy 
Ghost, and not on a license bestowed by a 
school of divinity, be that school a college of 
divines or a meeting of ministers and elders; 
for the latter only acknowledges the gift as 
having been bestowed by a higher power, and 
like all human tribunals, is sometimes mistaken 
in its judgment. 

In bearing this testimony faithfully, it is not 
necessary for us to take the judgment seat and 
say that no minister ot another religious socie- 
ty can be a gospel minister because he is com- 
pensated for his services. The test of his min- 
istry is to be found in the answering response 
given by his hearers. If what he has to say 
reaches the spirit of truth in them, and awakens 
in their souls a desire to be at one with the 
divine Father, what right have we to say it 
does not proceed from God ? "By their fruits 
ye shall know them." 

And on the other hand, is there not a danger 
to be avoided by our Society in relying too 
much on a talented, educated ministry, that 
pleases the mind but does not improve the 
heart. We live in an age when the sciences 
are making rapid progress, when our knowl- 
edge of material things is becoming greater 
and greater, and like those with whom we 
mingle in the daily walks of life, we are be- 
ginning to think that we can read the universe, 
and all that is contained in it. Forgetting in 
our wonderful self-conceit that there is a power 
unseen by us, behind the smallest event,which 
we can neither comprehend nor understand. 
A power whose smallest act far transcends in 
wisdom all our boasted knowledge. One 
which, spiritual in essence, acts on our con- 
sciousness through the spiritual part of our 
nature, and whose force is felt most powerfully 
by the humble and waiting. It is not the vrise 
and prudent of this world whom God always 
calls to be his instruments, but the childlike, 
who in faith look to him for counsel and di- 
rection. A few words proceeding from one 
of these little ones, ofttimes comes clothed 
with more authority and power than long dis- 
courses, even when dressed in fine language. 
And don't you forget it. Friends, if you wish 
the Society to remain a living organization. 
The works of men die, those of God are as 
eternal as himself, Wm. Williams. 
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FROM CHARLOTTE W. COX. 



MSNDON Centbv, N. Y., 8th mo. 12thj 1882. 
Joseph Gibbons — Esteemed Friend. — 
Thy favor enclosing a copy of the remarks of 
S. J. Levick and the letter of Edward Bur- 
rough were duly received, unavoidable circum- 
stances preventing me from sooner acknow- 
ledging its receipt. I have also perused the 
articles from different Friends written on the 
subject in question, in The Journal of gth 
inst., and can unite very cordially with the 
sentiments there illustrated, particularly some 
points B. E. Hopkins touches upon, where he 
says "fearing to encourage a paid ministry 
they have withheld the helping hand, when 
many a power would have given glorious reve- 
lations of truth to a people famishing for some 
word that would bring spiritual life." Again, if 
you want the water clear^ purify the fountain. 
If you want a man's actions upright and his 
character transfigured, touch the hidden springs 
of the heart until they respond to the appeals 
of divine love sympathy, and reveal the divini- 
ty enshrined within, &c., &c. It has claimed 
my sincere consideration, notwithstanding my 
mind is staid in that eternal principle of a free 
gospel ministry, " freely ye have received freely 
give," believing God is no respecter of persons 
we observe that his spirit is poured out as free- 
ly and fully on the penniless orphan as on the 
rich Nabob, and I am led to believe there are 
here and there scattered up and down in the 
land precious plants of the Father's right 
hand planting, whose situation or surroundings 
are in nowise adapted to the nurture and 
growth ot this precious life, compared to a 
grain of mustard seed; methinks it is a time 
which calls loudly to our members to see to it 
that they are extendiujg the hand of charity to 
these babes of simplicity in the tiuth, conse- 
quent from overwhelming circumstances as re- 
gards the outward appearance; these babes in 
Christ shrink fron not the world's criticism alone, 
but from that of our own Society, with a vain 
endeavor to silence or smother the flame of di- 
vine love which calls unceasingly to go forth 
in the|name of the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost, proclaiming that which the Father of 
all our sure mercies shall dictate. Our pro- 
fession is to speak or write from an experi- 
mental knowledge, then we know in reality 
what we are saying, showing forth that light 
bom of the spirit and divine power of love, 
for the welfare of the human family, and hav- 
ing felt an increased necessity for a great 
length of time to go to distant parts of the 
vineyard, and yet feeling incapacitated in 
every sense of the term, the sensitive mind 
undergoes the most intense suffering before it 
can openly acknowledge its true position, es- 
pecially to those who have inherited an abun- 
dance of this worlds goods, and can in nowise 
recognize the feelings of the depending and 
humbled soul. Yet all these baptizing seasons 
teacheth patience combined with a holy tnut, 
which is never overlooked or left without a 
reward by him who sees the most secret in- 
tents of the he^rt. Believing it is a blessed 



privilege to thus express our views one with 
another, I subscribe myself your friend in the 
truth, Charlotte W. Cox. 



FROM S. W. MIFFLIN. 

Joseph Gibbons— Dear Friend — I re- 
ceived thy letter in reference to Friends* testi- 
mony against a hireling ministry, but owing to 
a press of business, I have been unable thus 
far to give the subject the consideration which 
its importance demands. 

Undoubtedly Friends have a testimony 
against a hireling ministry which ought to be 
strictly and zealously maintained, but in order 
to do this with united effort, they should first 
come to an understanding of the meaning of 
the word hireling. And to do this, they roust 
keep plainly before them the definition which 
the wonderful founder of Christianity has given 
us. «*The hireling fleeth, because he is a hire- 
ling and careth not for the sheep." 

With this light before them, they would 
probably find that, with the usual vagueness 
and mistiness that characterizes theological 
controversies, they have hitherto confound- 
ed under the opprobrious name of hireling, 
two classes of persons that are widely and radi- 
cally distinct. 

For the genuine hireling, who regards 
preaching as a trade, and is ready to preach 
the doctrines of the church that employs him, 
as a lawyer takes the side of the client that 
fees him, no denunciation can be too severe; 
but the earnest and anxious pastor, who sin- 
cerely feels responsible for the welfare of his 
flock, and according to his best light, and in 
the mode he has Uamed to consider proper 
and right, is laboring to instruct them in the 
way of salvation, content to receive from them 
such remuneration as they are able and willing 
to give, is entitled to far difi'erent considera- 
tion. 

I fully agree with Lucretia Mott, Samuel J. 
Levick, and all others who hold that it is high- 
ly unjust and unchristian to apply reproachful 
epithets to men of this class, and in this class 
I believe that an ever increasing number of 
the preachers of the sects are beginning to be 
found. 

But now as r^ards the true method of a 
gospel ministry, the experience of the world 
universally teaches that spontaneous eloquence 
has the greatest power to win the hearts and 
understandings of an audience, and fully justi- 
fies the injunction of Christ to his followers: 
^*Take no thought how or what ye shall speak, 
for }t shall be given you in that hour what ye 
shall speak." 

But suppose, notwithstanding these emphatic 
words, that a man honestly believes it his duty 
to devote his time and talents to the prepara- 
tion of elaborate discourses on sacred themes, 
who shall judge him for this ? <<To his own 
master he standeth or ialleth." 

For although the gift of spontaneous utter- 
ance is the greatest gift the master can bestow 
on his servants, we must not altogether reject 
the value of written commnnic«itions» else oqr 
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Yearly Meeting epistles, nay, the Scriptures 
themselves, must be laid under a ban; but let 
us remember that the same spirit who said in 
the Gospels "speak,'* in Revelations said 
"write." 

A protest or testimony is a matter of vast im- 
portance. Christianity itself was a protest, but 
there may be such a thing as protesting too 
much, expending our strength on obnoxious 
forms to die injury of the substance we desire 
to preserve. 

Christianity is a religion of principles, and 
not at all of forms and institutions. What 
Christ taught his disciples, he required them to 
teach all nations; but the forms and methods, 
and the organization through which they were 
to carry out his instructions were left to them- 
selves, under limitations exceedingly liberal. 

In all abstract science and in religion, far 
more than any other field of human experience 
words become things, and a difference of words 
often conceals a unity of ideas. Fifty years 
ago I had a young friend who ridiculed the 
doctrine of the inward light as absurd and su- 
perfluous, declaring that he was governed by 
reason, which was all sufficient for him. We 
were separated for a time, and when I met 
him again he wore a plain coat and addressed 
me in the plain language.' I asked him what 
changed him, and" he replied: "No change at 
all, or at least only a verbal one. I discovered 
thai what I had called reason was the same 
thing that Friends called divine light, and 
under this conviction I was led to unite with 
the Society whose views agreed with my own." 

How many such verbal differences cover 
substantial agreements will, perhaps, never be 
known. John Comly or Lucretia Mott might 
say: "I am moved to lay before this audience 
the thoughts, and feelings which arise in my 
mind on this occasion, and I give them freely, 
asking nothing in return." Albert Barnes or 
William H.Furn ess would say: •* I am impelled 
by a sense of duty to devote my life to the study 
and exposition of divine things, and think it 
but reasonable that they who come to listen to 
my instruction should sustain the life that is 
dedicated to their service." 

Who shall say that John Comly*s motive and 
Albert Barnes* sense of duty are not different 
definitions of the same solemn reality ? 

The severe denunciations which early 
Friends showered upon the clergy of their day 
were doubtless prompted as much by the per- 
sonal characters of their opponents, as by doc- 
trinal differences. 

The party which raised Cromwell to power 
was opposed to the government support of the 
clergy, and Cromwell to be consistent with his 
own principles, should have abolished the sys- 
tem, as George Fox urged him to do, but his 
blind ambition led him to fill the pulpits with 
his own partisans for the purpose of strength- 
enimg his power, although Fox warned him of 
the result, which, by alienating his friends in 
the vain hope of concilcating his enemies, led 
to the overmrow of his party, and the return 
of the Stuarts, who continued the practice 
which Cromwell had refused to abolish. 



Macaulay has portrayed the character of the 
men who, with some rare exceptions, disgraced 
the ^ name of Christian ministers during that 
profligate era. I am. unwilling to believe that 
George Fox or Wm. Penn, had they found the 
clergy composed of such men as Albert Barnes, 
Benjamin Wallace, Wm. H. Fumess, or Chas. 
G. Ames, would have assailed them with the 
offensive epithets which too many of that day 
deserved. 

But it is not so much in reference to ^le 
past as it is to the future that the discussion 
started by Samuel J. Levick assumes greatest 
importance. The world is changing round us 
and we must be prepared to meet the change if 
we would hold the place our fathers held in the 
van of christian progress. The light which 
they were called upon to kindle is spreading 
among the churches; the futility of outward 
ceremonies and the necessity of practical 
righteousness is impressing men's consciences 
more widely than ever before. 

But I have already reached the length 
which the limited columns of The Journal 
can conveniently accomodate, and although the 
subject opens before me with wide and in- 
creasing interest, I am reluctantly compelled 
to bring this hurried epistle to a close. Very 
truly thy friend, S. W. Mifflin. 

FORWARDED BY GEORGE B. PASS- 

MORE. 

OxroBD, Pa., 8th mo. 19th, 1882. 
"a hireling ministry," a paid ministry," 
and a godly ministry properly 
supported. 

I have read the several articles published in 
The Journal in relation to a "paid ministry," 
and am glad to see the freedom employed in 
the expression of different opinions. 

As this is a practical question of great im- 
portance, as there are manifestly wrong views 
of it, so there must be s^ right view: if there is 
error, there must also be truth. And the error, 
as is often the case, may lie in the extremes, 
while the truth is found between them. 

Accordingly, in this matter, there is no such 
thing in our country as the "hireling ministry" 
of the times of Edward Burrough. The whole 
genius of our civil law and constitutional gov- 
ernment, makes a ^'hireling ministry" of the 
English sort two centuries ago an impossibility. 
And so this part of the question may be passed 
as a thing not possible under the United States 
government. But closely allied to it, and lia- 
ble to a like abuse and error, is the question of 
a ''paid ministry." Passing from the abstract 
to the concrete, a paid minister may or may 
not be a hireling. That will depend on the 
purpose, the intent or the motive of the minis- 
ter. All vice and all virtue attach to the mo- 
tive, and not to the mere outward act. Two min- 
isters may do the same outw^irdact as seen by 
man's perception, with wholly different and 
contrary moral qualities; because the moral 
qualities attach to the motive, seen by God but 
hidden from man. Two ministers may lar'*' 
ly engage in preaching, while both may 



